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Newly-Elected Congress
Exec Board is Ready for
Action in 2013
by Valerie Ferdon ’12
News Editor
Student Congress
Prior to Easter recess, the student
body elected a new Executive Board
for the 63rd Student Congress, 20122013. Justin Gomes ’13, a global studies
major from New Bedford, Mass.,
defeated Jasiel Correia ’13 in the race
for president. Amy Balfe ’13, a political
science major from Middleton, Mass.,
ran a successful campaign for vice
president from her current residence in
Washington, D.C. against Sean Aherne
’14. Daniel Hogan ’13, a global studies
major from Glenview, Ill., and Melissa
Maggio ’13, an elementary education
major from Norwood, Mass., both
ran unopposed for the positions of
treasurer and secretary, respectively.
All four of the newly-elected officers
have had at least one year of Student
Congress experience under their belt,
and describe their involvement as a
progressive experience.
“I see my experience as walking up a
flight of stairs,” explains Maggio. “This
year, I wanted to take on a greater role
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City of Providence May Demand More from PC
Campus News
With
tuition
exceeding
the
$50,000 mark, the last thing that any
Providence College student, present
and future, wants is another tuition
hike. The city of Providence is steeped
in a deep economic hole, with very
few options available to close the
now $22 million deficit. Mayor Angel
Taveras has considered asking the taxexempt, non-profit organizations, such
as Providence College, to contribute
more in voluntary payments to the city.
In 2003, Congressman David
Cicilline (D-RI), then mayor of
Providence, agreed, with the private
colleges and universities in the city,
to voluntary annual PILOT (payment
in lieu of taxes) payments in the
collective amount of $48 million over
a 20-year period.
The College’s portion of these
payments comes from tuition
revenue given that it is a tuitiondependent school.

According to the Association of
Independent Colleges and Universities
of Rhode Island, Providence College,
since 2003, has contributed more than
$2.5 million in voluntary payments.
Providence College has also
contributed to the city in other ways.
According to a May 17, 2009 editorial
by President Rev. Brian J. Shanley,
O.P. in the Providence Journal, for any property that the College
owns outside the campus gates taxes are paid. The College
had also, at that point, paid more than $180,000 for police
details to enhance security around the area. Approximately
$80,000 was paid as well for fire alarm dispatches to the
campus.
It is safe to say Providence College takes its role in the city of
Providence seriously and contributes in many ways aside from
the PILOT payments.
There is a neighborhood policing station located at the
bottom of Eaton Street by PC Mart and 7-Eleven. This building,
according to the editorial, was a property owned by the College
and was renovated to police specifications. Cited as a “model
facility for community policing,” it came at no cost to the city
of Providence.
Another argument in favor of the College is the amount of
revenue it brings to the city by hosting numerous amounts
of events throughout the academic year. With the basketball
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Torch Passings
It’s arrived. Our Cowl time has reached its end. No single
adjective can begin to sum our collective experiences
writing, editing, and laying out this ol’ weekly over the
past four years.
“Good” wouldn’t quite cover our time here. But
neither would “bad.” “Chaotic” would be getting there,
but still not quite right. Maybe just “Cowl” will have to
do for now.
And four years of “Cowl” can sure do a number
on a person—take from that what you will—and as
much as we love this paper, we know when it’s time
to hang up our hats and pass the editorial torch to
two worthy successors.
The coming weeks will usher in tremendous changes
throughout campus. Not only is the sun actually
beginning to peek out every now and then, luring us
insidiously from our studies, but clubs and organizations
throughout campus will also be handing off their
respective leadership positions to a fresh generation of
eager underlings.
As longtime Cowl devotees, we can only speak to
the bitter pain that is our impending departure from a
publication we’ve grown to love. We imagine that these
same sentiments are echoed by leaders of clubs all across
campus. But along with the harsh reality we’re forced
to face in the coming weeks will be a sense of pride
and excitement for what a year that our successors will
inevitably take by storm. We look forward to witnessing
the positive changes that the coming weeks bring to not
only The Cowl, but to the Providence College community
as a whole. Bring it on.
—C.S. & C.N.

CampusCalendar

The Cowl is a proud member of
the Associated Collegiate Press

Fri 13

Sunny

61°
43°

6:00 p.m.
Wine Tasting!,
McPhail’s
8:30 p.m.
Movie Night:
Game Change,
Slavin Overlook
Lounge

Sat 14

Partly
Cloudy

66°
51°

Sun 15

Showers

65°
52°

5:00 p.m.
Cultural
Jamboree,
Slavin Ground

1:00 p.m.
Middle Eastern
Brunch, Slavin
Lawn

7:30 p.m.
Mr. PC, Slavin
Lawn

1:30 p.m.
A Cappella
Senior Show,
Smith Center
Concert Hall

Letter Policy

Mon 16

Partly 71°
Cloudy 49°
4:30 p.m.
JRW Ring
Premiere, ’64 Hall
6:00 p.m.
Yoga, Peterson
Group Fitness
Studio

The Cowl welcomes guest commentaries and letters to the editor from members of the
Providence College community and outside contributors.
All submissions must include the writer’s name, signature, a phone number, and an e-mail
address where he or she can be reached. Letters should be no more than 250 words in length and
will be printed as space permits. Guest commentaries should be limited to 700 words in length,
and only one will be published per week. The Cowl reserves the right to edit articles for space
and clarity. Submissions must be delivered, mailed, or faxed to The Cowl office no later than
5:00 p.m. on the Monday before publication.
Mail submissions to The Cowl, 1 Cunningham Square, Providence, R.I. 02918; fax to
401-865-1202; submit online at www.thecowl.com; e-mail to thecowl@providence.edu; or
hand deliver to The Cowl office in Slavin G05.

Tues 17

Mostly
Cloudy

63°
48°

7:00 p.m.
Ending
Homelessness
in Rhode Island,
Moore III
8:00 p.m.
8@8 Poetry
Night, McPhail’s

Wed 18

Showers

60°
44°

6:00 p.m.
Footprints Gospel
Jam!, Slavin Mural
Lounge
8:00 p.m.
Comedy Night,
McPhail’s

Thurs 19

Sunny

59°
44°

5:00 p.m.
You Can Play
Project, McPhail’s
7:00 p.m.
20/20/20,
Peterson Group
Fitness Studio

Accuracy Watch

The Cowl is committed to accuracy and carefully checks every article that goes into print to
ensure that the facts are presented clearly and truthfully. If you find an error in any article, please
e-mail the Editor-in-Chief at thecowl@providence.edu. Corrections will be printed as necessary.

Advertising

Contact The Cowl with advertising requests and questions at cowlads@providence.edu or, if
necessary, via telephone at 401-865-2214. Visit www.thecowl.info for rates, publication dates,
and other information about advertising with The Cowl.

Subcriptions

Subscription rate for a weekly issue by mail is $30 per year. Send payment to The Cowl,
1 Cunningham Square, Providence, R.I. 02918; make checks payable to The Cowl. Student
subscription is included in tuition fee; issues are available around campus on Thursday nights.
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Congress Presents Plan for Off-Campus Shuttle Service
by Micaela Cameron ’13
News Staff
Student Congress
On March 27, Congress welcomed
guest
speaker
Collin
Kennedy
’12, president of the Future Friar
Executives club. Kennedy spoke to
members regarding an upcoming
Rhode Island Collegiate Conference
on Values-Based Leadership. The
conference is to be held by the School
of Business at the College on Saturday,
April 21, from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. At
the conference, student leaders from
each Rhode Island based college and
university will have the opportunity
to learn what it means to be a leader
with values and ethics. The conference
will be hosted by John Robitaille ’70,
Republican nominee in the 2010 Rhode
Island gubernatorial election. Kennedy
also spoke of the conference as a
networking opportunity, encouraging
members of Congress to attend.
Next, Felicia Magwood, regional
marketing director for the USA Today
Program, spoke to Congress regarding
the Collegiate Readership Program
on campus. Magwood explained to
members that the program has been in
place at the College for three years.
Magwood reported that although
the world has become digitally
connected, students still prefer a hard
copy of a newspaper to a digital one. In
2010, 20 million newspapers were read
through the Collegiate Readership
Program. Magwood and the Collegiate
Readership Program have found that
at the College, most students pick
up their copies of newspapers at the
library and Raymond Hall.
Next, Magwood opened the floor
for questions and concerns from
Congress. Members questioned the

rise of cost of the program, which is
currently $12,175 dollars. Magwood
informed members that the total cost is
down from last year’s figures.
Other concerns regarded the
distribution of the two newspapers
available through the program.
Currently, students can receive both
USA Today and The New York Times.
Members of Congress mentioned that
professors sometimes require students
to read The New York Times rather
than USA Today for classes. Magwood
proposed to place more copies of The
New York Times in academic buildings.
Next, Congress addressed old
business regarding the proposal of the
Underclassman Academic Shadowing
Program (U.A.S.P.). Danielle Ladd ’12
updated members on the current status
of the program. Congress then voted
on this proposal, ultimately passing it.

by Amanda Garganese ’13
News Staff
On Tuesday, April 3, Providence
College’s Student Congress held its
weekly meeting in the soft lounge at 5:30
p.m. Student Congress representatives
from the Class of 2012 are working on
getting a Career Development course
approved, and working with the Office
of Career Services to set this new
course in motion.
Student Congress representatives
from the Class of 2013 are working
toward improvements in the Student
Health Center, due to complaints
voiced throughout campus. They are
also working on a Global Catholicism
course proposal to broaden the scope
of the Department of Theology at
the College. The Class of 2013 is also

PC

This week

McPhail’s has proven a popular weekend
destination for students of legal drinking age and
younger students alike.
Do you often find yourself at McPhail’s on
Friday and Saturday nights?
A) Yes, I am 21+ and frequent McPhail’s
B) No, I am 21+ and hardly go to McPhail’s
C) Yes, I go to McPhail’s and I am not 21
D) No, I don’t go to McPhail’s and I am not 21

Cast your vote on www.thecowl.com.
Results will be
printed in the next issue of The Cowl.

planning another junior night in
McPhail’s, which will take place on
April 27.
Student representatives from the
Class of 2014 are busy planning their
Done With Civ barbeque and class
T-shirts. The event will showcase class
ring options with representatives from
Herff-Jones. The class is also focusing
on choosing a JRW core and planning
the event for next year.
The Class of 2015 is helping to
organize and work at the Done with
Civ barbeque as well
The Student Life Committee is
working on a proposal for Tiffany
Gaffney to allow juniors and
sophomores to live in Bedford Hall
together in the near future. The Clubs
and Organization Committee is
working on finalizing the list of clubs,
and is proving its efforts by attending
club meetings the next couple of weeks
for legislation purposes. The Legislative
Affairs Committee is updating the
Student Congress constitution and
dealing with the student elections
taking place this spring.
A major effort that all of Congress is
getting involved in is a bone marrow drive
on April 19 from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
by Matt Daniele ’12
News Staff
On April 10, Student Congress met to
discuss two major changes that will occur
on campus in this coming year. The first,
Fr. Shanley has commissioned a group of
students and faculty to revise and rewrite
Providence College's mission statement.
Emily Foster '13, a student rep from
the Committee for Reassessment,
explains the sudden interest in revision:
“A couple years ago, the school was going
through a reaccreditation process and it
was requested that we revise our mission

statement, especially given that it was last
edited in the ’90s.”
The task force consists of eleven
members, including students, faculty
and Dominican representatives who
meet weekly to discuss the mission
statement. She notes that at this point
the committee does have a draft mission
statement, but they are looking for
feedback from the community. In the
next couple of weeks, the committee is
hosting 12 different forums for feedback
from various areas of campus.
Secondly, Danielle Ladd '12, Krystyna
Marini '12, and Evelyn Fortino '12
presented an idea on behalf of the
Providence College Class of 2012
regarding the safety of students traveling
to their off-campus housing late at night.
The three presented a pilot service that
would provide students with a shuttle
that would bring students to their specific
housing locations, rather than the current
shuttle which brings students to general
locations such as CVS.
The shuttle will accommodate 15
persons and will run as an independent
service, meaning that specific rides
may be requested by calling security,
even past the normal shuttle times.
The operating hours are intended to be
10:00 p.m.-2:30 a.m., Sunday-Thursday.
Students will possibly be able to get a
transportation past 2:30 a.m., however,
these specifications are subject to change.
Driven by a security officer, the shuttle
will allow transport to anywhere within
a one mile radius of Providence College,
providing a safe way for students to leave
campus and safely get to their off-campus
housing and vice-versa.
The group researched other schools—
primarily Brown University and Clark
University, who both have similar
programs which have proven very
successful, to further perfect Providence
College's own pilot program.

Pollster
Last week
Did you get a ticket to see the sold-out
Avicii concert at Schneider Arena on
April 30?
Yes, I bought it myself

11%

Yes, someone bought one
for me

No, but I wanted one

35%

24%

31%

No, I did not want one
Total Votes: 75
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Student Congress Class Elections
LETTERS OF INTENT
Due to space constraints, The Cowl could not print the letters of those candidates who are running unopposed. The letters of candidates who are in
a race for the positions of President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, and Representative for the classes of 2013, 2014, and 2015 appear below.

Class of 2013
For the Office of Treasurer

Vince Itz

My name is Vince Itz, and I was a part of the freshman, sophomore, and junior
classes representing Student Congress at PC. I am returning for my senior year,
and would like to resume my duties as a part of Student Congress as your class
treasurer. I have enjoyed working with our class and the rest of Student Congress
in listening to the students’ ideas and making their voices heard throughout
campus. I want to continue to do that, as well as much more, as we approach
our senior year in college. I believe if re-elected, I can work on many things that
the students want, such as improved Wi-Fi, proposed clubs, and much more.
This year, I am running for treasurer. With a major in finance, I believe I am wellqualified for this position and would like to utilize my knowledge in finance to
regulate our class funds. I hope to be a part of Congress again next fall, and hope
to continue to be another voice in the community to better prepare our college for
the future students that will attend.

Peter Sarian

I am running for treasurer of the Class of 2013. I wish to be the responsible
individual to handle the numerous and substantial responsibilities one will have
as treasurer. I chose to run for this position because of the integral role I could
play on the 2013 Commencement Core. I feel that I am very qualified to help
plan a successful Commencement, and look forward to the opportunity to work
closely with my fellow classmates in planning this event. Also, the bonds I have
made this year as a student representative have been an instrumental part of my
junior year, and I look to continue that next year as treasurer. I understand the
increase in responsibility that will be required of me, and I know I can handle
my role as treasurer aptly. Sitting on the Finance Committee is also an intriguing
experience, and I wish to assist in club finances and budgeting for our class.

Class of 2014
For the Office of President

Kaden Belanger

My name is Kaden Belanger and I am running for president of the 2014 class. This
is my third year running for president and I don’t give up, simply because I want
to be your voice at PC. You want to see change, you want your voice heard and
have it matter here at college. You want to see change and to be in a community
where people are encouraged to be themselves. As president, I will focus on the
community where we all can openly be ourselves without fear of rejection. We are
all individuals and we can all contribute to making this campus a better place for
everyone. Be an individual; vote for Kaden.

Mark Caprio

My name is Mark Caprio and I am the current president of the Class of 2014. Aside
from being a realtor at RentProv and co-running a political talk show for WDOM,
I spend most of my time at work for Student Congress. This year as class president
I have forwarded student concerns and recommendations to the Student Life
Committee and Sodexo regarding catering services (local-based food, Perks, etc.),
met with the Off-Campus Housing Department to address sophomore issues while
signing leases, and am currently working on an initiative with Campus Security to
provide an electronic resource for students to utilize to become more informed on
crime alerts. Also, I have assisted in running the Sophomore Ball and selected/cochaired the 2014 JRW Core which has already begun to market and showcase class
rings. Junior year will not be easy, but I am ready for the challenge. JRW needs
to be planned to perfection. Junior Nights need to be organized. Commencement
needs to be prepared. Student issues need to be addressed. We have had a great
two years together, 2014, but I firmly believe the best is still yet to come. Vote Mark
Caprio for President.

For the Position of Representative

Mary Alice Sallah

I will be running for student representative of the Class of 2014 in the upcoming
election. I am qualified for this position for a number of reasons. First, I was class
president at Our Lady of Lourdes High School in both my junior and senior years.
While acting as president, I was responsible for delegating meetings, raising funds,
and working as a liaison between the students and administration regarding
events for our class. At school, I am involved in a variety of activities and groups,
through which I have met a diverse group of friends. I believe this has exposed me
to the concerns and ideas of many members of the Class of 2014. I hope to become
student representative in order to best serve the needs of my class. I can guarantee
my commitment to keeping you informed and taking into account your concerns
and ideas. I would also like to publicize the creativity and work of our class
members, specifically by playing the student radio station in public places around
campus. I truly love being a member of the Providence College community and I
hope to help others have a positive experience here as well.

Abobomi Docanto

Hi, I am Abobomi Docanto. I want to be one of your five student representatives
for the Class of 2014. I am running to give a voice for all students. I am running
because I want to be a part of the great things Congress is doing. I will bring
leadership experience to Congress. I will fight for every student on this campus,
and try to bring what students want to see. I am going to work hard every day
to make sure that what the students want to see is done.

Melissa Scott

My name is Melissa Scott and I am running for re-election on Student Congress.
From a very young age, I have had a passion for politics. As class representative,
I want to share my passion with others for the betterment of the Providence
College community. For the past two years, I have worked as a representative,
striving to address the concerns of the student body and to make positive changes
on campus. If re-elected, I will continue to strive to be a voice for the student
body, to bring about change, and to stand up for students’ rights. As a current
class representative, I have planned class events including the sophomore class
Christmas party and the Done with Civ barbeque. I am also currently working on
increasing security on and off campus. As a member of the academics committee,
I have worked for the past two years as a liaison between faculty and students.
This year I have worked on many pieces of legislation including diversifying
the theology department, assessing the freshmen common reading program,
recommending changes to the academic integrity policy, and making changes
to the academic calendar. If re-elected, I will continue to work on improving
the academics and on-campus living environment, as well as the security on
and around campus. If you vote for me, Melissa Scott, for class representative, I
promise to work hard for all students, both commuters and residents alike.

Nick Wallace

My name is Nick Wallace and I want to lead the Class of 2014 as a class
representative. I am a double major in history and political science, and have
aspirations to attend law school after I finish my undergraduate education here at
PC. My first two years here at PC, I hesitated to join Student Congress because of
the large commitment it entailed, and as a result I feel like I have missed out on the
opportunity to serve my class. I am now ready to fully take on that commitment.
While this is my first year running for a Student Congress position, I intend to
be the voice for the Class of 2014. Furthermore, I vow to work diligently with the
other members of Student Congress in hopes of making PC a better place for all
students. I will take on all of the duties of a class representative with pride, and
make sure the evolving opinions of the Class of 2014 are heard and represented
through bills and legislation. Please remember to vote on ANGEL on Tuesday,
April 17 and Wednesday, April 18. Vote with a Braveheart: vote for Wallace.

Esteban Rojas

My name is Esteban Rojas and I will be graduating with the class of 2014. My
drive for running this year as a class representative comes from my strong desire
to help the campus community here at Providence. I grew up in a very small town
in Rhode Island. The city I grew up in was Central Falls. This city is the smallest
city in New England. The city of Central Falls borders cities such as Cumberland,
Lincoln, and Pawtucket. However, the city itself represents more than what it
seems. Growing up in such a small town allowed me to be very active in the
city. I worked for the Ralph Community Center for several years. I was also very
involved with the high school, where I made great connections with alumni such
as Deloris Grant and Viola Davis. During my years at Providence College, I have
connected with the community. I did a program with the College called Explore
at Mount High School. This program allowed me to mentor high school students
to become successful leaders in the community. I also work at the Rhode Island
State House for the Health, Education, and Welfare committee as a clerk. I am
also interning for the chairman, Rep. Joseph McNamara. During the summer of
2014, I will also be giving back to the Providence community by working at the
International Institute. I believe all these experiences will allow me to be a very
effective member of Student Congress.

Kevin Salvaggio

Running for Congress Representative was an easy decision for me. I am a very
determined and passionate person. I’ve always wanted to contribute to the school
and use my energy for something I am proud of. I am very focused and want to
really share some of my ideas and motivations with others, in hopes of making
positive changes to our community and the world in general. To be able to leave
my stamp on the world would be rewarding and fulfilling for me. I know I am
capable of serving as a role model and leader to the rest of the student body and
assure you I am up for the task.

Vote on ANGEL on April 17 and 18!
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Student Congress Class Elections

LETTERS OF INTENT

Class of 2015
For the Office of President

Alex Acunzo

For those of you who do not know me, I am Alexander Acunzo and I am your current
class president running for re-election. Besides being your class president this year, in
the past I have held various leadership positions including being the president of both
Student Council and Model Congress at Branford High School. I have also run and
organized 12 high school blood drives and have been stage manager for three separate
musical productions. Leadership and camaraderie have always been two of my strong
points. Organizing events and meetings, on top of bringing people together within
a tight knit community, have been my main focuses for the past five years. As class
president I will continue to open communication and attempt to make Providence
a more active and event-filled campus. I will take action on the problems and ideas
you have brought to me. I will be an extremely approachable class president and will
be your advocate and see what new ideas should be presented to the appropriate
administrators and teams. Lastly, if I am elected no voice will go unheard, as I believe
that as Providence College students you are all my family. Thank you for your
consideration.

Tim McGrail

I, Tim McGrail, intend to run for the 2015 Sophomore class president. I love Providence
College, but there are areas in which it can be improved. I do not feel these issues were
properly addressed this year. Therefore, running for president is the best way to have
my voice be heard. The areas of the school I wish to address are PC-Secure, dining
options and quality, class involvement in school activities, and safety. I have big ideas
for this upcoming year, and I intend to be an active president who takes the job very
seriously. I am not running because class president looks good on a résumé, I am
running because I love Providence College and want to make everyone’s experience
here even better. I have goals set for next year and want to get to work on them as soon
as possible.

For the Office of Vice President

Matthew Pavia

My name is Matthew Pavia and I am looking to run for the vice president position
on Student Congress for my sophomore year. Over the past four years, I was heavily
involved in my Student Council at my high school as well as a countless number of
organizations, clubs and sport teams. On Student Council, I served as a representative
all four years and starting my sophomore year I was the recording secretary, junior
year I was the treasurer and finally senior year I was the student body president. At
PC, I kept with that tradition and ran for VP for my freshman class. I enjoyed every
minute of it and would love to continue the work. I have a lot of experience running
and coordinating events in my high school and in my community. This past summer I
did an internship with the mayor in my town and last year I served on the Connecticut
State Student Advisory Council on Education where we reworked the curriculum to
help students become more competitive in a global world. My intentions for running
for this position are to be influential in the events of my class and in the Providence
College community. I consider myself a listener and want to understand the issues that
my peers have and help their ideas get put into action.

Naeun Lee

Hello, Class of 2015! With the end of our first year in college fast approaching, I hope
you had a year full of new experiences, friendships, and memories. My name is
Naeun Lee, and I’m running for vice president in the upcoming class election. I’ve
heard people—including my friends—say a lot of things they wish to change at PC.
However, almost all of them just passed off as terrific, yet unrealized ideas. My hope
for next year is to make communicating with the Congress as easy as possible for our
class so that no frustration or suggestion would go unnoticed. I believe that PC—as
well as our experience here—has a lot of potential to improve, and each one of you are
a crucial piece in bringing it to its potential. As a vice president, I will work along your
side by taking the class’ ideas into account before planning an event, responding to a
common demand/complaint by proposing a legislation to solve it, and working with
different committees—especially Student Life and Academic Affairs—to make your
experience at PC “keep getting better.” My name “Naeun” means “better” in Korean,
and I believe that’s my purpose here—to make PC a better place for you to study, live,
eat, and have fun. Will you help me serve the purpose?
For the Position of Representative

Colleen Cassidy

My name is Colleen Cassidy and I am a member of the Class of 2015. I am a
biology major from Scotch Plains, N.J. I am running for one of the Sophomore Class
representative positions for the 2012-2013 school year. I have seen a lot of the work that
Congress does around campus, and it has really encouraged me to get involved. I was
involved in Student Congress while in high school, and I really enjoyed working with
both students and administration and making changes in the school community to
benefit all. I know that I can bring a lot of new ideas to the table and I am really excited
about the possibility of being on Congress next year!

Devin Cash

I am running for class representative because I feel that I could do a good job of
representing the Class of 2015. I am very determined to bring about new ideas to the
campus and help get more people to attend the wonderful events we already have.
There are so many great events that are put on by Congress throughout the year and
I would love to have the opportunity to participate in them again. I have learned so
much from Congress already, but I know that there is so much more to learn. After
serving on Congress for a year, I know the way that it runs and can help improve it
for next year. I have worked many events on Outreach and would hope to continue
my work. Those are some of the reasons why I want to run for class representative.

Catherine McLean

My name is Catherine McLean and I am a freshman math major. I am writing to
express my interest in becoming a member of Student Congress by serving as a class
representative for the Class of 2015 in the 63rd Student Congress. If I were elected to
be a student representative for the class of 2015, I would help brainstorm ideas for
activities and events that would be appealing to a greater majority of the student body.
For example, for the sophomore dance next year, instead of having the dance in ’64
Hall I would advocate having the dance in the Peterson Center in order to attract a
greater amount of the student body. Additionally, I would work for more casual
themed events such as ’80s or ’90s themed dances in the Peterson Center as well.
Furthermore, my experience as a member of the National Honor Society in high school
has taught me the importance of being a responsible leader who cares about helping
others in any way that I can. If I were elected to be a student representative, I would
use both my leadership and creative skills to take a stand in promoting a more exciting
environment for the class of 2015. I look forward to running for class representative
and hope to be given the opportunity to serve the Providence College student body
though Student Congress.

Lauren McNulty

Hey! My name is Lauren McNulty, and I intend to run for the 63rd Student Congress
to be a sophomore class representative. The duties of this position call for not only
someone who will be dedicated to the Congress, but also someone that will actively
participate in class events, and meetings, and be a role model for other students on
and around campus. I desire this role for multiple reasons, mainly being that I want
to help contribute to the Providence College community, and through being an active
representative, there will be various opportunities for me to ensure that opinions from
different groups of people will be heard and represented. Having been a student at
Providence College for the past year, I feel that I could provide Student Congress with
a fresh outlook on things and bring new ideas to the table. As a representative, I plan
to brainstorm what would be best for the PC community, and I would ensure that
it could be made possible though discussion and communication with Congress, the
committees, and the sophomore class. So vote for Lauren: a representative that will not
only represent the class of 2015, but someone who will represent you.

Alyssa Olsen

As a representative for the class of 2015, I will make a difference here at Providence
College. I plan to serve my class in any way that I can. Over the past year here I have
served as a class representative for the freshman class and on the academics committee
on Student Congress. I have grown to love PC and getting to know many of the people
here. I have learned many of my peers’ points of view and ideas and would like to
continue getting to know my entire class. I want to continue to convey those ideas
and be a voice for my classmates next year. I would love to continue to be a leader in
this community as a class representative and help bring the class of 2015 even closer
together. I am a very outgoing, organized, and dedicated person, and always put my
heart into everything that I commit to. I have many ideas that I will contribute to
the 63rd Student Congress. I would be honored to be re-elected as one of the class
representatives for the class of 2015.

Michael Hagan

Freshman year brought with it change, and our challenge was to adjust. With our first
year as Friars drawing to a close, we are settling into this new lifestyle and environment,
and setting an increasingly solid class pace and dynamic. I’m running for reelection to
not only maintain, but to increase the pace our class has begun to set. I’m running
to renew and build upon an already strong class dynamic. This year’s leadership
made strides to establish a strong class identity, and with your help I hope to stride
further. We can be the class that through out-of-region student-friendly policy and our
characteristically PC blend of academic strength, good times, and community propels
Providence College to a more nationally recognized status than ever before. We can
break down barriers that separate us from each other and the world beyond campus,
and make ours a community where true diversity is reflected in unique student
perspectives and meaningful dialogue. The potential is here; each of us brings a part of
it. Reelect leadership that will take that potential and channel it into policy goals and
meaningful progress. Reelect me, Michael Hagan, representative for the Class of 2015.

Chloe Darché

Out of the many clubs that I participated in throughout high school, being a part of the
Student Council was by far my favorite. I acted as a representative on the Manasquan
High School Student Council for my first three years and was elected vice president
my senior year. Upon finding out that Providence College has an active Student
Congress, I was thrilled to know that I could have the same rewarding experience that
I had in high school. After serving for the past year on the Student Congress, I would
like nothing more than to have the opportunity to serve my class for a second year.
And although I have only been a student at Providence College for one year, I feel as
though it is like a second home and I would be honored to represent the class of 2015
for a second year.

Liam Sullivan

I was very pleased that I was elected student representative for the Class of 2015 for
the 2011-2012 academic year. Getting elected gave me the opportunity to learn why
Student Congress is such an important organization to have on campus: it helps
ensure the happiness of students at Providence College. A single year on Congress
has helped me understand how I can continue the mission of Student Congress.
With this knowledge and the connections I have made with the Providence College
student body, I know that I am capable of making Providence College a great place to
live and learn in accordance with the interests of my fellow students.

Vote on ANGEL on April 17 and 18!
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Global Studies Wins
National Award
by Kathleen Sullivan ’14
News Staff
Campus News
Last month, the Department of
Global Studies won the national Senator
Paul Simon Spotlight Award due to
its “innovative program or initiative
that contributes to comprehensive
internationalization.”
The Senator
Paul Simon Spotlight Award stresses
the importance of international study
and recognizes schools and programs
that promote it. Receiving this award
is an honor for Providence College
and the still very young Department of
Global Studies.
This department was selected from a
pool of competitive applicants and will
be honored along with two additional
recipients at a ceremony in Washington,
D.C., in November 2012. Dr. Nicholas
Longo explained that PC’s program
stood out particularly because of its
focus on student engagement. According
to Longo, the Global Studies program
promotes much more than learning
theories of globalization. Longo stated,
“We put students in a position to act as
citizens locally and internationally.”
He continued to point out all those
who deserved recognition for this honor.
“It is also important to note that this
award is recognition of the great work
done by the Center for International
Studies over the past few years to
internationalize the campus, and the
Feinstein Institute for Public Service,
which has supported the servicelearning partnerships and continues to
house the Global Studies program.”
Global Studies is a relatively new
program at the College, but this award
acknowledges the outstanding work
done by the students and faculty.
“We just graduated our first class in
2008, but we already have almost 100
majors on campus and this is a great

honor for Providence College, which
gives recognition to the students, faculty,
and community partners who have
collaborated to make the program such
an innovative educational experiment. It
is especially meaningful for our students,
as student engagement is central to our
entire program,” said Longo. It is clear
that this department is prepared and
excited to further improve and develop
the program.
Global Studies is a unique major in
that it prepares students to adequately
address global issues through studying
ideas and direct action. Students work
to become fluent in a foreign language,
become immersed in a different culture
through studying abroad, and develop
awareness about global issues through
internships, service-learning courses,
and action research projects.
“In our global society and economy,
it seems pretty clear that issues such as
education, sustainability, health care,
and human rights are interdependent
problems which need to be addressed
globally,” Dr. Longo explained, “So being
globally aware is more important than
ever. And at the same time, it’s important
to realize that we aren’t just victims of
the globalizing of the planet—we have
the opportunity to shape the world in
the way we’d like to see it. Global Studies
helps to give students this kind of global
awareness, along with experience acting
as global citizens.”
Students involved in Global Studies
take on the challenge of addressing
global issues through new lenses.
“The problems of the 21st century can’t
be solved by any one way of thinking. It’s
going to require looking at problems in
new and creative ways. Global Studies
is an ideal liberal arts major, as it helps
students develop their creative thinking
skills, helps give them a global analysis,
and gives them experience with realworld problem-solving,” Dr. Longo
added, looking ahead.

PC Summer
Storage Specials

EXCLUSIVE! Special Summer Storage Packages for PC Students
Storage for the entire summer

• 5x5

$200

• 5x10

$250

Special

- 1 Person

Special

- 1-2 People

• 10x10 $400
Special

• Dorm Pickup & Delivery
Services Available
• Longer Term Discounts
also Available
• Packing Supplies - Boxes,
Tape & Locks Available
• Truck, Van, Trailer Rentals

- Up to 4 people
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U-STOR-IT
273-7867

Call

711 Branch Ave, Providence, RI
(Just off Rt 146 at Branch Ave Exit)
www.ustoritselfstorage.com
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Professor Angela Dills
Promotes School Choice
by Micaela Cameron ’13
News Staff

economists because it helps them to
see how governments interact.
Dills also enjoys living in the
urban
environment of Providence.
Feature Teacher
The city has many great restaurants
and parks where her two children
Dr. Angela Dills, an economist play. She views PC campus as the
college
campus
who has traveled and lived in quintessential
many places across the United because of its green landscape and
States, is an associate professor of quads, where she often sees students
economics at Providence College. playing Frisbee.
Here, Dills has taught classes such
Dills was born in North Carolina
into an Air Force family. Due to her as Principles of Microeconomics,
father’s military profession, Dills Managerial Economics, and Labor
called many different military bases Economics. She enjoys teaching
across the United States home during Principles because she likes to
her childhood. When Dills was four, teach students who have not yet
her father was stationed at a military had any exposure to economics.
base in Hawaii, which she now recalls In this class, Dills said that she
as one of her favorite places. As a child occasionally has a student who has
in Hawaii, she had the freedom to a moment similar to what she had
—a moment when the
play outside year round with the other in college
student realizes that thinking about
children living on the base.
After settling in to Virginia during the world through an economist’s
her middle and high school years, Dills eyes makes sense. At the College,
attended the University of Virginia, Dills also likes that her colleagues
where she pursued undergraduate are supportive and interested in
studies in economics and Spanish. interdisciplinary work.
Dills particularly enjoyed teaching a
While at the University, Dills had
the opportunity to study abroad in class on markets and morality because
it allowed her
Va l e n c i a ,
to teach in a
Spain, which
seminar style,
she recalled
something
as an eyeeconomics
opening
m a j o r s
experience.
usually do not
She
also
experience
came
to
in class. In
fully realize
this
class,
her love of
Dills and her
economics.
students were
“It made a
able to interact
lot of sense to
through open
me to study
discussions
economics; I
on economics.
liked the way
Dills
finds
economists
it important
thought. In
that everyone
graduate
have
some
school
I
knowledge
learned
I
on economics
liked working
a
n
d
with data,”
believes that
said Dills.
economists
A f t e r
have a wellgraduating,
rounded view
Dills moved
NATASHA TREE ’15 / THE COWL
to
the A North Carolina native, Dills came to New England to study at of how the
world works.
n o r t h e a s t Boston University.
Dills
is
to
attend
researching
education
Boston University, where she studied currently
economics with the intent to become policy. With the help of her former
a professor. As an undergraduate, graduate student Ray Hernandez,
she had begun to consider a career she is researching the advantage
in teaching. Today, she considers of choice within education. Dills
teaching an excellent way to continue and Hernandez have found that
her love for research and learning. the presence of private, Catholic
After graduating from BU, Dills took schools is important in providing
her first teaching position at Clemson competition to public schools.
University. When she married her The competition between private,
husband, who is also an economist, Catholic schools and public schools
they both took jobs in Georgia before provides an incentive for the public
schools to perform better in order to
moving back to New England.
“We both wanted liberal arts prevent their students from leaving
focused jobs at the undergraduate to attend the Catholic schools.
Dills spoke about her future hopes
level. We ended up coming to the
northeast. There are a lot of schools for herself and her students.
“As an educator, I hope to convey
up here, so it made it easier for us to
match jobs. I’m thrilled to have found my general view of economics and
a school that’s the kind of school I that markets are really useful things.
want to be at. We are very fortunate,” They don’t always work perfectly
but they can get us pretty far in
said Dills.
Dills enjoys teaching at PC for many getting us out of poverty and getting
reasons. She noted that the students consumers things they value. I hope
are prepared to be in class, are good to convey my excitement about
listeners, and are well rounded. markets this year through a variety
She appreciates the curriculum that of different applications.”
the College offers, especially the
Development of Western Civilization
program. Dills believes that having
a liberal arts background, such as the
one students receive at PC, is good for
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Environmental Bio Class Audits Lightbulbs
by Dennis Lynch ’12
News Staff
Campus News
In an attempt to decrease
Providence College’s effect on the
environment and reduce the amount
of money the school spends on
electricity, the College’s Department
of Environmental Health and Safety
has teamed up with Professor Barbara
Sullivan-Watts’ Environmental Biology
class to perform an audit of the school’s
energy use.
Students from Sullivan-Watts’ class
were split into groups and assigned
to buildings on campus, where they
took a tally of the number and types
of light fixtures in each building. The
students then calculated the amount of
electricity and energy used by each type
of bulb and compared it to the amount
of electricity and energy that more
environmentally friendly bulbs would
require. In addition to calculating
the costs of use for each type of bulb,
the students included the prices of
the new bulbs in their equations to
determine how much money, energy,
and electricity the school would save
by switching to more environmentally
friendly light fixtures.
The students found that installing
environmentally friendly LED light
bulbs would decrease the amount
of energy and electricity needed to
light the buildings, which would save
the school money on its electric and
energy bills. In most of these buildings
the savings from the new fixtures

would pay for the cost of installing the
fixtures within two to three years.
One
solution
that
students
researching the Hunt-Cavanaugh
Gallery came up with was to replace
the existing conventional bulbs with
Earth LED bulbs, a switch that would
reduce the wattage of each bulb from
150 watts to 18.
Earth LED bulbs are up to 10 times
as efficient as conventional bulbs and
have a lifespan in excess of 10 years.
In addition to using less energy than
conventional bulbs, Earth LED bulbs
have to be replaced much less often
than conventional bulbs, which saves
time and money that would be spent on
the labor of replacing the bulbs, as well
as space in landfills for the dead bulbs.
“We found that replacing the
existing light bulbs in the art building
with LED lights would save the school
roughly $65 per year,” says Katie
Collins ’12, “but the real impact is in
the amount of energy that the new
bulbs would save.”
By using Earth LED bulbs in HuntCavanaugh the school would reduce
its impact on the environment by the
equivalent of the pollution of 0.7 cars,
or half of the pollution of a house.
These reductions are significant for
the low number of fixtures that would
be converted in Hunt-Cavanaugh;
students researching other areas on
campus found similar results. Students
studying the Fennell and Smith parking
lots found that switching to energyefficient light fixtures would save the
school $3,400 on high-light fixtures and
$2,300 on low-light fixtures.

The project was the brainchild of
Sullivan-Watts and Gale Gennaro,
the director of the Department of
Environmental Health and Safety.
“The purpose of the project was
twofold,” says Sullivan-Watts, “and
served as a service to PC to help
evaluate the savings that would result
from switching to more efficient light
fixtures, as well as a way to educate
the students about the savings and
environmental benefits that can be
obtained by using more efficient
lighting fixtures.”
Students who participated appeared
to obtain a better appreciation for the
effects that energy-efficient lighting
could have, both financially and
environmentally.

“I was definitely surprised to learn
how common inefficient lights are
around campus,” says Sam Caron ’12.
“I think it’s clear that switching to more
efficient lights is well worth it for the
future, from a financial standpoint as
well as an environmental standpoint.”
Gennaro says that the results of the
project will be helpful to the school’s
decisions regarding efficient light
fixtures. An additional benefit of
switching to energy efficient lighting is
the rebate that National Grid offers for
customers who use efficient lighting.
“When we look at the savings that
the change would bring, we also need to
include this rebate from National Grid,
which is another motivating factor in the
push for efficient lighting,” says Gennaro.

FOLLOW THE COWL
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www.bigtonyspizzari.com
525 Eaton Street,
Providence, RI
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CONGRESS: 63rd Congress Exec Hopes to Unite Clubs
Continued from front page
in Congress, and I did this by being
the class treasurer. It was a lot more
hands-on—with a lot more contact
with the administration.”
Gomes is unique in the sense
that he had one unsuccessful run
for Student Congress during his
freshman year at the College. He then
took his sophomore year off to pursue
involvement in other activities before
running successfully for junior class
representative in the spring of 2011.
Their decision to run for an
executive position as opposed to a
class position was in part due to the
potential they saw in each other as
board members.
“When I began to consider the
idea of running for exec, I wanted
to see who else was running,” said
Gomes. “I made sure that [if elected]
we would have a great team. The team
aspect is very important no matter
what position you run for.”
Like every new Congress, their
direction will be very much influenced
by the work of their predecessors:
Michael Maggio ’12 (president), Annie
Melia ’12 (vice president), Tucker de
Villier ’12 (treasurer), and Katrina
Harrington ’12 (secretary).
“Freshman year going in, I never
thought I would do exec,” says Hogan.
“Seeing how hard they worked, I
honestly didn’t think I would be able
to do it.”

Gomes echoed this sentiment
toward the one whose position he will
be taking over. “I remember waking up
the day after I got elected and thinking:
‘Wow, now I have to start acting like
Mike Maggio. That’s so much pressure.
Those are huge shoes to fill,’” he said.
Michael Maggio also served as
a role model to his sister Melissa
Maggio, who remembers him coming
home for break during his first year at
PC and talking enthusiastically about

“

board expressed concern over the
recent stabbing near Golden Crust, and
how the incident has led to increased
awareness about local dangers.
Gomes spoke about this issue. “It
is a tough issue to tackle and [we are]
shining a light on a very negative
issue but I think one thing we can
look forward to is bringing PC’s
community beyond the campus gates
and making sure everybody opens
their eyes to Providence.”

I PERSONALLY SEE A LOT OF RESOURCES AND
EXPERIENCES AVAILABLE TO OUR STUDENTS...

Student Congress. Although she was
a senior in high school at the time,
she said his passion led to her deep
interest in becoming involved when
she matriculated into the College a
year later.
Melissa Maggio explained that
while Michael Maggio originally
addressed her interest by saying: “No,
Congress is my thing,” he ultimately
supported her when she decided to
run during her sophomore year.
“[At that point], I fell in love with
it just like [Michael] did,” said Melissa.
“Seeing him as a leader on this campus
is totally different from the laid-back
Michael I was so used to. I love seeing
how he can be so professional, but still
be fun.”
One issue that will be in the forefront
of next year’s initiatives is off-campus
safety. The newly elected executive

”

He continued, “I personally see
a lot of resources and experiences
available to our students by living in
this city, and I’d like to make those
resources available—that starts by
helping students feel safe when
leaving campus.”
Balfe is abroad in D.C. participating
in the Washington Semester Program
but was able to correspond via e-mail
regarding her thoughts and goals
for the upcoming year. She wrote,
“Personally, I am hoping to make the
existing community of groups at PC
more united and ultimately more
effective together.”
This idea of club unity resonated
in the words of Maggio, as she spoke
of a “weird tension” that exists
between various organizations on
campus, naming Friars Club, Board
of Programmers, and Board of

Multicultural Student Affairs as a few
examples. She expressed desire to
“squash” that tension and form bonds
between the executive boards.
“I would like to see more
cooperation, more co-sponsorship, and
more people wanting to join in and
go to events,” said Hogan. “I will do
whatever I can on Congress to try and
make that happen.”
One last initiative of the 63rd
Student Congress is to make students
a part of the implementation of the
Strategic Plan. This ongoing process
has been a primary focus for the
College administration, and will
remain relevant in student life in the
upcoming academic year.
“Part of our job,” explained Gomes,
“is making sure the students are at the
table when it comes to making those
decisions to achieve those goals set
forth in the Strategic Plan and making
sure the students do not get left behind
or forgotten.”
The
63rd
Student
Congress
Executive Board has high hopes for the
upcoming school year, and is entering
their roles enthusiastically.
When asked about any reservations
they had about the upcoming year,
they claimed to be ready for anything,
and to “Bring it on,” according to
Melissa Maggio.
“I recognize the power and
potential this Congress has to bring
about some tangible changes within
the PC community, and hope that they
become apparent within the months
ahead,” said Balfe.

TAXES: City in Debt
Continued from front page
team competing at the Dunkin Donuts
Center, the city’s civic center brings in
a lot of business to the city. With other
events such as commencement, family
and alumni weekends, reunions, and
prospective students visiting the city
and school to tour, revenue comes
into the city when hotels, restaurants,
and shopping venues are inundated
by those attending events hosted by
Providence College.
The College’s mission centers on
service to the community and its
surroundings and is another way
that the city of Providence benefits.
The students of Providence College
have volunteered thousands of hours
each year, saving the city thousands
of dollars.
A bill was recently introduced in
the Rhode Island General Assembly,
2012 H-7450, allowing mayors and
town administrators to demand at
most 25% of the amount of taxes a
tax-exempt institution would have
to pay. Taveras testified in favor
of this bill before the House of
Representatives’ finance committee.
According to a press release by
the Mayor’s office, enacting this
bill would allow the city to collect
enough money from the tax-exempts
to fill its budget hole.
A sad reality is that if this
legislation passes, the city will be
able to demand more money from
the College which will likely lead to
another tuition increase.
Another possible effect that a
demand for higher payments may

have relates to jobs. Overall, in
2011, 20,837 workers were employed
by the tax-exempt institutions in
Providence. Asking for further
contributions will affect the number
of employees the College can hire
and the benefits it can offer its
employees.
In a crippling economy and in a
city that may face bankruptcy, pink
slips are the last thing that should be
handed out.
Moody’s,
which
downgraded
Providence’s credit rating, expressed
concern over the increase in PILOT
payments. “Placing a greater PILOT
burden on these entities would reduce
their financial and operating strength
and ultimately reduce the employment
and economic benefits they could
create in the future,” said Moody’s,
as reported by Ted Nesi of WPRI. If
Providence College’s payment were to
be increased to the 25% suggested in
the legislation, the College would pay
over $2.5 million.
The question at hand is whether
Providence College pays enough
to the city of Providence. With
PILOT payments, event hosting,
and community service, it seems as
though the College offers a fair share
to the city of Providence. Should a
non-profit, like Providence College,
suffer in order to cover a $22.5
million budget deficit that the city
currently has? When the mentioned
contributions of the College are taken
away, the city would likely find itself
in a much larger hole.

T H E B RYA N T
G R A D U AT E P R O G R A M S
The Bryant University Graduate School of Business prepares students for success in their
chosen professions. As a graduate, you will join an impressive alumni community that
includes industry leaders across the country and around the world.
THE BRYANT MBA ONE-YEAR PROGRAM
Full-time, day program for all majors
• No professional experience necessary
• Distinguish yourself in a competitive job market
• Gain hands-on experience with the Business Practicum
THE BRYANT MBA TWO-YEAR PROGRAM
Part-time, evening program for professionals from any field
• Develop high-level business skills for long-term career success
• Enter and progress through the program with a supportive team
• Build your network while enhancing your resume
THE BRYANT MASTER OF PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANCY (MPAC)
Full-time, day program for accounting majors
• Meets the 150 hour requirement for CPA licensure
• Complete in Summer/Fall, Summer/Summer, Fall/Spring or Spring/Summer
• Tax concentration available with Summer/Fall or Summer/Summer plan
THE BRYANT MASTER OF SCIENCE IN TAXATION (MST)
Part-time, evening program for tax professionals
• Build an expertise in all areas of taxation
• Network with tax executives and industry professionals
• Flexible scheduling options
LEARN MORE ABOUT WHAT BRYANT UNIVERSITY GRADUATE SCHOOL HAS TO OFFER
www.bryant.edu/gradschool • 401-232-6230
Graduate School of Business
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Where Did the TIME Go?!

Internet Decreases Productivity at Major Corporations.

What About at PC?

by Katie Davenport ’14
World Staff
Providence College
In a memo on April 3, Procter &
Gamble told its 129,000 employees
they are no longer allowed to use
the music-streaming site Pandora or
the movie site Netflix while at work.
The Cincinnati-based P&G company,
which sells branded products from
Tide detergent to Pringles, shut
down access to the Internet in order
to prevent employees from sucking
up the company’s Web bandwidth
by listening to music and watching
movies. According to the memo,
an internal report found that P&G
employees were watching 50,000
five-minute YouTube videos and
listening to 4,000 hours of music
on Pandora on a typical day. At one
point, the company’s Web capacity
was overtaxed, “requiring immediate
interaction.” The company uses
YouTube as a tool to sell its products,
so Netflix, a site that does not serve
a specific business purpose, was
banned instead in the attempt to free
up bandwidth.
Companies have struggled with
how to handle personal computer

use while their employees are
clocked in at work. The banning of
some or all personal Internet and
even e-mail use is not rare, especially
when employees everywhere are also
using popular social networking
sites like Facebook, Tumblr, and
Twitter. The restrictions on Internet
access increases productivity in
two ways: 1) bandwidth is freed up,
and 2) employees have less Internet
distractions, allowing them to focus
more on their actual duties rather
than
their
semi-acquaintance’s
Facebook status about his dog’s
recent increase in appetite.
Students right here at Providence
College are affected by the Internet,
and P&G’s recent action to limit
Internet access could be a move that
our campus someday adopts. The
library, for instance, could block
certain social media sites in order
for students to be more productive
in their studies. Many students, even
those who plan to use the library
to “finally get some work done”
instead find themselves surfing the
Web for cool memes reflecting how
much they hate doing homework
(and these images are subsequently
posted on Facebook).
How
much
does
Internet
media actually reduce the average

PC
student’s
productivity?
Is
Internet media the real source for
procrastination? Or have students
always been lazy and the Internet
is just the latest time-killer?
“People have always procrastinated.
In our current times, the Internet has
only made it easier for people to put
off their work for enjoyment. With
college students, procrastination is
second nature, since we can always
finish that assignment at a later
point,” explains Kaden Belanger ’14.
In response to whether or not
Internet media reduces productivity,
global studies major Kiley Leduc ’14
answers, “I think it does, because
I have friends who have someone
change their Facebook passwords
so they can’t access it during finals
week. So clearly, if people need
to have someone lock them out of
Facebook, it causes a distraction. I
do think, though, that people have
always found a way to procrastinate.
It’s just changed with time.”
Students seem to be inherently
lazy, and there are infinite reasons
for why we procrastinate: we would
often rather play outside, spend
time with our friends, take a nap,
or eat instead of figuring out how
to write the conclusion to an essay.
The Internet adds to a student’s

ability to procrastinate because
homework often involves computer
use, and when you are already using
a computer, the ability to download
music or watch a movie becomes
even more tempting as well as readily
available. Thus, internet media does
reduce a student’s productivity,
but it is far from the only source
of reduction. If students were not
allowed to use sites like YouTube,
Facebook, or Pandora, students
would still find other excuses to put
off work.
After discovering that students
were jamming its network by
downloading video and music files,
Texas A&M University set aside
more network bandwidth to critical
business applications during the
day, and in turn, students have more
bandwidth in the evenings for both
studying and fun.
“I’ll be honest; I have a hard time
imagining PC having the ability
to limit student access to social
networking sites, because then I feel
like people would just use the 4G on
their phones,” adds Leduc.
P&G’s Internet ban shows how
serious an issue personal Internet
use is becoming, as it affects the
workplace, the school environment,
and even home life.
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Providence College Goes to

Nicaragua
by Emily Kennedy ’15
Guest World Writer
Jalapa, Nicaragua
It’s six o’clock in the morning and
everyone in the house is awake.
Roosters begin their daily cock-adoodle-doo, and Dennis Martinez gets up
to take a shower in the tarp-enclosed spot
next to the family’s well of fresh water.
He pours buckets of water onto his
head as chickens peck the ground around
him and his children run down the dirt
street. “¡Buenos días!’’ they shout to their
friends and cousins living nearby.
Martinez enters the kitchen where his
wife is cooking tortillas on the stone stove
and sweeping the dirt floor. His children
are back now, watching cartoons on
television before they head off to school.
This is the morning ritual of a coffee
farmer in Jalapa, Nicaragua.
Martinez spends the day planting
coffee and harvesting ripe coffee beans
using organic methods. He chose
organic farming through the fair trade
market because he knew it was better for
the earth and would pay him more than
if he sold to large corporations in the free
trade market.
But it has not turned out that way.
He makes barely enough to support
his family.
Martinez is one of thousands of small
farmers across the globe who work to
bring that $3 cup of coffee to the coffee
shop near you.
Providence College spends $88,000 on
coffee every year, and most of the supply
is purchased by Sodexo, the school’s food
service supplier.
Aware of the challenges facing farmers
like Martinez, 10 PC students traveled
to Nicaragua over spring break to learn
about coffee farming and the fair trade
industry, and how we might leverage PC’s
coffee cravings into a better lifestyle for
farmers in third world countries.
Fair trade is a trading model designed
to guarantee workers fair wages and just
treatment and to use environmentally
sustainable farming methods. The goal is
to ensure that the majority of the money
made from selling the coffee goes directly
back to the farmer and not the middleman.
It also ensures adequate regulations and
safe health standards.
Free trade, by contrast, is unregulated,
allowing imports or exports without
tariffs or subsidies. It was started as a
way to make trade easier by allowing the
market to balance needs through supply
and demand.
Though it was meant to do good, free
trade has given an incentive for large
companies to underpay workers in places
where labor is cheap. In Nicaragua, these
market forces make it more difficult for
farmers to earn a living wage.
The idea for this project sprang from
PC’s Global Activism class. The goal was
to use the College’s purchasing power to
bring coffee produced on the fair trade
market to campus.
For 10 days, we along with advisors
from Witness For Peace, an organization
committed to supporting peace and
justice in Latin America, met with coffee
growers and coffee cooperatives in
Managua and Jalapa, Nicaragua.
We went to PRODECOOP, an
organization of 38 coffee cooperatives
that export coffee on the fair trade market,
and we met with community members
who worked in free trade zones.
We spent two nights in the community
called Escambray, where we lived with a

host family and learned about daily life.
We took a tour of the coffee farm and the
coffee production and drying center. We
met with officials at the U.S. Embassy
to hear about the political relationships
between the U.S. and Nicaragua.
We got a lesson in disappointment.
Based on what we witnessed and learned,
we found that fair trade is not as fair as it
is made out to be.
Martinez, for example, is paid $130 for
each bag of coffee. Since every 100-pound
bag of coffee can produce 2,000 cups of
coffee, if the coffee is sold for $2 a cup,
each bag of coffee can produce $4,000. Yet
Martinez makes only seven cents a cup.
“Sometimes when coffee prices go
up people think producers get more, but
that’s not true,’’ Martinez said. “Producers
receive the least benefits of this price in
coffee.”
Martinez is paid more than if he were
selling on the free trade market: $30 more
per bag for organically-produced coffee
beans and another $15 per bag for selling
it to the fair trade cooperative. But he must
competes with big corporations who are
now producing organic coffee too.
Organic farming “began as a way to
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reduce poverty,” Martinez said. “Now big
businesses are taking advantage of these
ways to get more money.”
Members of PRODECOOP told the
group that while fair trade originated as a
way to improve lives and the environment,
it is now dominated by large corporations
that provide minimum wages, not higher
wages, to poor farmers.
Coffee production creates 300,000
permanent jobs in Nicaragua and small
farmers are the backbone of the industry,
with 80 percent of the farms owned by
small farmers.
Working conditions also are not ideal.
A woman, who had recently had a child,
described how the work she does cutting
the coffee beans is dangerous, especially
for someone who is pregnant. The coffee
she cuts is sent to a fair trade cooperative.
She makes 87 cents for each bag she fills,
about $6 or $7 per day.
Because fair trade cooperatives in
Nicaragua pay farmers only minimum

ee plant

wage, farmers can’t get ahead. They
continue to live in poverty with less
education, less healthcare, and less food
than they deserve.
“The most important thing we learned
in Nicaragua is that fair trade isn’t
perfect,’’ said Kristin Peña, a senior who
participated in the class and went on the
trip. “While it is better than free trade, it
still is not addressing some of the major
inequalities in the world market.”
  The solution, Peña said, is to
connect the farmer more directly to the
consumer through alternative ways of
trade without abandoning the fair trade
model completely.
“Our next step is actually bringing
coffee to PC that transcends the standard
fair trade model,’’ Peña said. Students will
“work with Sodexo as a first step” and
then find coffee from sources that follow
better trade standards, she said.
Stuart Gerhardt, general manager of
Providence College Dining Services who

Naeun Lee (left) and Kristin Peña
(right) plant coffee at the coffee
farm in Escambray.

works with Sodexo, said that is a laudable
goal, but he urges patience.
“I’m all for it,’’ he said. “But, it’s not
like overnight we’re going to change the
world or Providence College.’’
Gerhardt said the company is aware
of the ethical challenges involved in the
coffee trade and gets its coffee from fair
trade sources. Sodexo gets its coffee from
Asperreto, Starbucks, and Newport
Traders, he said. He added that he is
willing to work with any group on
campus to improve PC’s role in it.
As for Martinez, he believes coffee
drinkers can make a difference, and he
asked PC’s students not to forget him.
“The producers and consumers have
the most influence on the market,’’ he
said. “Yet the producers are the most
likely forgotten and last to be paid.”
Emily Kennedy is a freshman Global
Studies major and was one of the students who
traveled to Nicaragua.
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Elderly Shrewsbury War Vet Sells Town
Man Eats Wife’s Arm to Vietnamese Man
by Naomi Eide ’13
World Staff
Massachusetts

At 4:30 p.m. last Thursday in
Shrewsbury, Mass., Yuee Zhou, 73,
was found dead, face down in a pool
of her own blood, with the flesh
stripped from her forearm and the
fingers detached from her left hand.
Her husband, Jiemieng Liu, 79, was
found sitting on the floor next to
Zhou having apparently feasted on
her flesh. Liu was discovered by his
son in a daze chanting, “This is not
your mother.” Worcester District
Attorney Joseph D. Early Jr. said,
“It’s a very disturbing scene” and
something he had “only [seen] in
the movies. I haven’t seen this in
Worcester County…[and] none of
the police officers that were working
the scene [had ever] seen this type of
homicide before.”
Liu was arraigned at the Westboro
District Court, appearing frail while
clad in a white gown and a matching
cap. Authorities charged him with
murder, mayhem, and assault and
battery in connection with Zhou’s
death. During the arraignment,
Liu, speaking through a Mandarin
interpreter, said he had acted in selfdefense. The D.A. and Liu’s attorney,
Michael Hussey, are recommending
that Liu undergo a competency

evaluation to determine whether
he should be held criminally
responsible. “I think there are
serious questions regarding…if he’ll
be competent to stand trial,” Hussey
said. “I think he’s confused about
where he is, why he’s there, and
what happened yesterday. I would
take anything my client says with a
grain of salt. [Liu] doesn’t seem to
have any recognition of what’s going
on here. This is a very tragic case
[and] there’s no question in my mind
that he suffers from dementia….
he is completely disoriented and
mentally confused.” Hussey argued
against even bringing Liu to the
courtroom because his client did not
understand what was happening.
Liu was sent to Bridgewater State
Hospital for psychiatric evaluation
and is not due back in court until
May 14.
The couple had been moved from
the Hunan province of China to the
United States by their son last fall
after Zhou had expressed worry
about her husband’s apparent
dementia. The son wanted to be
on hand to help care for the couple
in their elder years, but Liu did
not seem to recognize his own son
when they were picked up from
the airport. The paramedics who
declared Zhou dead at the scene did
not specify her cause of death, but
authorities later stated simply that
she had suffered trauma.

by Kevin Sullivan ’15
World Staff
WYOMING
Buford, Wyoming, advertised as
the smallest town in America, was
just sold at auction for $900,000. Its
zip code, a 1905 historic schoolhouse,
a three-bedroom home at an 8,000
foot altitude and the town’s only
source of income, the Buford
Trading Post, a gas station, and a
convenience store are included as
part of the town’s sale.
The
highest
bidder,
who
personally attended the auction
but declined to be identified, is a
gentleman from Vietnam. What
makes this ironic is the fact that
the seller, owner, and sole resident
is Don Sammons, a United States
Army veteran from the Vietnam
conflict. “I think it’s funny how
things come full circle,” he said.
The broker with a Cheyenne real
estate auction company, Rozetta
Weston, said that the buyer wanted
to own “a piece of the United States”
as workers were covering the
windows of the convenience store.
However, she declined to provide
any further information or identify
the purchaser. Ms. Weston did
mention that this was the first trip
to the United States for the buyer
and a companion—both of whom
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toured Cheyenne and the University
of Wyoming at Laramie prior to the
auction.
While it should only take 30 days
to complete and confirm the sale of
Buford, local residents are hopeful
that the convenience store will be
opened soon. The Buford Trading
Post is important to the local residents
who are scattered widely among the
ranches. Gary Crawford who lives
locally, “Post Office Box 7,” said the
trading post is important to the area,
“At different times, this has been a
community gathering place where
you caught up with your neighbors
and shoot the breeze, learn what’s
going on, who is around.” He was
looking forward to meeting the new
owner. “I think we may have very
nice new neighbors,” he said.
Mr. Sammons, who left the hustle
and bustle of Los Angeles over 30
years ago, has owned the town for
over 20 years. He now plans to use
his Buford experience as the basis of
an upcoming book. “I felt my time
here has been very happy for me, and
hopefully the new owner will be able
to enjoy what I’ve enjoyed over the
years—conversations with people,
the uniqueness of the area and so
on—and keep the history alive,”
Sammons said.
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U.S. Government Freezes
CEO Compensation
by Joe Lepri ’12
World Staff
United States
Last Friday, the United States
Treasury Department announced
that it would freeze the pay of CEOs
at three firms that are “still on the
hook for ‘exceptional assistance’
from TARP.” These three firms are
AIG, Ally Financial, and GM. This
pay freeze has drawn a great deal of
scrutiny from GM because it had a
$7.6 billion profit in February while
its stock price rose by 22 percent this
year. According to CNN, the direct pay
of lower-level executives at each firm—
the five senior executives, plus the next
20 highest earners—will actually be
cut 10 percent on average from 2011
levels. The Treasury also noted that
GM has paid off half of the TARP
funds it received.
Initially, GM proposed a series of

pay increases to Patricia Geoghegan,
Special
Master
for
Executive
Compensation, which it agreed to do
after receiving TARP funds. In a letter
to the firm, Geoghegan said, “After
reviewing GM’s proposal, the Office of
the Special Master has determined that
in certain cases, the full amount of the
proposed increases was not justified.”
AIG, Ally, and GM are the only three
firms remaining in the TARP program.
At AIG, the top salary belongs to
President and CEO Robert Benmosche
who makes $10.5 million including
cash and stock, while the lowest-paid
executive makes $700,000. At Ally, Chief
Executive, Michael Carpenter makes
$9.5 million all in stock while the lowest
makes $1.93 million in cash and stock.
GM’s pay scale ranges from $9 million to
$1.24 million led by chairman and chief
executive Daniel Akerson. Fox Business
noted that “While CEO pay was frozen,
overall pay for other top executives
shifted. A group of 69 executives—the

Cowl Portfolio
by
Arman Oganisian ’13, World Editor

The Cowl Portfolio is currently beating the market, up
.13 percent since February 29. The S&P 500 index moved
down .25 percent over the same period. Our largest gainer is
Starbucks (SBUX), up 21.23 percent since Feb. 29. SanDisk was
our largest loser, dropping 17.28 percent. Starbucks actually
hit an all-time high on Wednesday, currently trading at $59.30.
The markets went on a five-day downward spiral,
concluding Wednesday with Alcoa’s quarterly earnings
report. The slump began when the Fed refused to give
investors any sign of another round of quantitative easing.
The markets stayed shaking, sending the VIX shooting over
worries arising from a poor Spanish bond auction. However,
Alcoa’s profits and revenues beat expectations, sending the
market on a rally.
Alcoa is the first company listed on the Dow Jones Index
to release earnings. Thus, its results are viewed as a broad
forecast of future earnings reports. If anything, it is a moodsetter for the market and psychologically critical.

Feature IPO:

Retail Properties of America, Inc.
by Arman Oganisian ’13
World Editor
This is an interesting IPO given the nature of the
company. RPAI is in the real estate business. It owns
and operates commercial real estate, such as shopping
centers and office buildings. The company went public
on April 4 and is currently in its fifth day of trading. The
lead underwriters of the deal (JP Morgan, Citigroup,
and Deutsche Bank) were aiming to sell 31.8 million
shares at around $10-$12, but instead lowered the price
to $8 at the IPO. It closed its first day of trading at 8.75,
a 9.4 percent increase.
The company’s performance as a whole is quite
predictable. It suffered in the last recession as real estate
collapsed, but has been able to increase occupancy.
According to Seeking Alpha, RPAI has over 1,500 occupants
(including Best Buy, Walmart, and Bed Bath & Beyond) and
259 properties. It increased its occupancy rate to over 90
percent by the end of 2011. It’s much too early to predict
how its stock price will perform, but if you are feeling
bullish on real estate, grab some shares.

top 25 at each company minus six
departures since Jan. 1—saw overall
compensation decrease 10 percent
from 2011 levels.” However, this
decrease also reflects the departure
of many high paid executives in
2011. Executive compensation has
become a political issue because many
Americans complain that executives
earn huge salaries even when firms
are failing.

Holdings - YTD %Change (From Feb. 29 to April 11)
A
INTC
SNDK
T
TXN

▼2 . 6 6 %
▲4 . 19 %
▼11.63%
▲0 . 5 6 %
▼2 . 9 6 %

VZ
PG
GIS
KFT

▼2 . 1 6 %
▲3 .10%
▼0 . 2 3 %
▼2 . 9 5 %

Stock Pick of The Week:
Cisco Systems, Inc.
by Arman Oganisian ’13
World Editor
CSCO is involved in the design, manufacturing, and
selling of Internet protocol networking as well as other
information technology products. It operates in six segments:
the U.S., Canada, Japan, Europe, emerging markets, and
Asia Pacific. The company has performed well in 2012 so
far. Share prices have risen 9.96 percent, just trailing the S&P
500, which has risen 9.25 percent. CSCO is also beating its
peers in the Electronic Technology sector, which has only
risen five percent. Fundamentally, the company has realized
consistent revenue and profit margin growth every quarter
since the first quarter of 2011. Operating margins have also
increased during the same time period. CSCO also displays
strong cash flow performance, maintaining a constant level
of annual operating cash flows since 2007. Buy stock in this
company if you are skeptical of the market’s rise since the
start of 2012. The market seems to be in a correction, but
buying this large-cap, dividend-yielding stock is a sure
win. It’s safe, but still growing. Morgan Stanley recently
maintained its “overweight” rating on the company, setting
a price target at $23.
NANNGRONLINE.COM
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In Retrospect: Four Seniors Talk Their College Choice
by Ewen Finser ’12
Commentary Staff

campus
Does a school define who you are?
Everyone likes to think of themselves
as unique. We also like to think our
own decisions are the best decisions.
The fact that we get to make a decision
automatically makes the choice we make
the best possible one. Choosing to attend
a college is one of the most seminal
decisions a young person can make.
In hindsight, most graduating
seniors are likely full of gushing praise
for their alma maters. But how rational
is this affinity? The answer is that it is
completely irrational.
Colleges, we are told, are to be a
reflection of ourselves—our unique
individuality. We think we pick
the perfect college, but this is a
completely artificial construction.
Statements like “Providence College
was the perfect school for me” are
ludicrous if you actually think about
it. How do you know?
My decision to come to Providence
College was not a tale of love at first
sight. In fact, I was quite resigned to the
idea that most colleges are the same.

by Jenn DiPirro ’12
Commentary Editor

campus
I recall the dreaded nights I spent in
the fall of 2007 staring at my parents’
desktop computer, praying that the
college application process would end.
It was baby’s first go at paperwork
and baby didn’t like it. All I wanted
was to go to Syracuse University and
be a student of its Newhouse School
of Public Communications. Everyone
knew I wanted to go there, from
guidance counselors to coaches—I,
with my big mouth, told everyone.
Everyone thought I was a shoo-in. I
would eat oranges obsessively just to
feel close to the Orangemen mentality. I
had an interview, my grandfather knew
a Provost, I had the résumé—come on,
I’ve got this. Wait-listed. Twice.
Unfortunately, I was born during
the second baby boom, and therefore
got swept up in the most competitive
acceptance year on record. I wasn’t even
going to apply to PC until my mother, a
former Friar, recommended that I send
Friartown an application because they
love legacy students. So, I did.
I thought to myself, whatever. But
then the acceptances, wait-lists, and
rejections rolled in. I was left to decide
between UNH, Merrimack, and PC. PC
was undoubtedly the best school of the

After four years, I can honestly say that I
still think this is true. You can be happy
at any number of colleges. Every school
has a culture. Once you become a part of
that culture, you are content. Students
are often blinded by this fact and come
to develop school pride. Are you proud
of who you are or proud of the external
environment in which you live?
The very act of “choosing” a school
psychologically binds you towards
viewing it positively. If there is any
evidence that your decision was the
wrong one—say you failed Western
Civ—then your cognitive dissonance
kicks in to obscure your perspective.
People do not like being wrong.
Naturally, you think your decision to
attend a particular school was the best
decision you could have ever made.
Was Providence College the perfect
school for me? I do not know. How can
I answer that question? How can you
answer that question? All I know is that I
have been happy at PC. I have thoroughly
enjoyed my time here and will certainly
have many fond memories. Chances
are, you have matured and discovered
who you want to be. Recognize that
this process happens regardless of what
school you attend, or even if you attend
college at all. Realize that you are who
you are because of you. Your character
shapes who you are, regardless of where
you attend college.

three. So we visited PC one day in late
April so I could see what all my mom’s
hype was about.
It was one of those “so college”
Saturdays. It was 70 degrees, people
were listening to the Beatles blaring
from an Aquinas window, boys were
playing catch on the quad, the cherry
blossoms that smell bad but are
absolutely beautiful were in full-bloom,
and my parents both gave me that awed
sense of “I wish we could go here.” I felt
home. Knowing that your mom went
somewhere and was not devoured by
human-sized spiders or a victim of
some sort of freak textbook avalanche
was also refreshing.
Then our beautiful, happy, welladjusted Friars Club guide led us to the
bookstore. I idolized her. I thought to
myself, “There is a girl who loves where
she is.” I wanted that for myself. I was
looking through the sweatshirts in the
bookstore and asked my dad if he would
buy me one. His response: “Well, are you
going to be a Friar?” It was a beautiful day
and I wanted that sweatshirt.
PC chose me that day and I got a new
black and white sweatshirt. That was
the first of many bills my dad has taken
care of from 1 Cunningham Square.
Whenever asked, the one thing I say I
will truly miss about this campus is just
walking around, especially on a beautiful
day. For me, this school is an education,
a job, a home, and a playground. It gets
inside of you. So I may leave this place,
but this place will never leave me. Dear
Hallmark—hook a sista up with a job.

by Kerry Vaughan ’12
Commentary Staff

campus
I’ll be honest. The first time I
ever stepped foot on the Providence
College campus, my mom was
terrified of Eaton Street and my
dad kept saying that the room in
Feinstein where the info session
was looked like a funeral home.
While they both had valid points,
there was a part of me that wanted
to believe what the awkward kid
in the white jacket was saying—
that this place could someday be a
sort of second home for me. Lo and
behold, when May 1, 2008, came
along, Providence College got the
first of what would be many checks
from my parents.
It’s hard for me to put my
experience at Providence College
into words without sounding
ridiculously cliché. I think I came
to college skeptical that it would be
the best four years of my life. But,
that’s exactly what it’s been—the
best four years I could ask for. PC

by Max Widmer ’12
Commentary Staff

campus
I couldn’t stand the red bricks
when I first toured Providence. I’d
seen Boston College earlier that
day and it had these towering stone
buildings that fit perfectly into my
brochure-molded expectation of
what a real college is supposed to
look like. At PC, I felt like I was
surrounded by firehouses.
A
lethargic
Admissions
Ambassador led us around campus
on that hot summer day and I
remember being more interested in
the clouds. My friend’s mom made
us stay for the info session that
followed, and when a guy named
Danny Richer got up to speak, I
finally started to listen. He was a
short, stocky dude with big ears
and a razor sharp Boston accent,
and he spoke about “Praw-vidence
Caw-ledge” like he was telling you
a secret that he desperately wanted
you to be in on. But instead of
exclusively focusing on the school
itself, Danny talked about himself.
He opened up about his rabid
Bruce Springsteen addiction, his
glory days playing high school
football, and how he held his

changed me. It transformed me, if
you will. It taught me a lot about
myself and a lot about the world
around me. It challenged me. It
humbled me. It introduced me to
people who I can’t imagine my life
without today. People who I’ve
grown to love. People who I hope
will be a part of my life long after
we part ways in May. Providence
College made me into the person
I am today. And I’m really hoping
that that person is ready for the real
world.
I’ll be honest. Four years later,
I think my mom’s still scared of
Eaton Street, and I’m pretty sure
that Providence College has gotten
the last of my parents’ money
(literally). But, I’m 21 years old and
the smartest decision I’ve made to
date is the day I decided to become
a Friar. And today, when I think of
PC, I think of home. Because really,
a home is a place that you know
like the back of your hand. A place
where you feel safe. A place that
houses the people you love, a place
that gives you a sense of belonging
and a sense of purpose. A place
that will always hold a spot in your
heart. I just wish I wasn’t going to
get evicted in May.

breath every time the Patriots or
the Red Sox played. He was funny,
honest, and authentic, and if he had
passed around a collection basket,
I would’ve thrown in a 10.
Danny
wasn’t
just
selling
PC, he was selling himself—a
living, breathing embodiment of
Providence College. And while
I may not have been sold on the
campus, I was sold on Danny. I
talked to him after the session and
somehow ran into him again at the
mall that night. Twice more we
bumped into each other, once by
chance on a ferry ride, and another
time at a Long Island college fair.
We started e-mailing back and
forth, and the more I got to know
about Danny and everything he
told me about the school, the higher
PC rose on my list. Slowly, the
two became synonymous. When
I opened an acceptance envelope
from Providence a few months
later, my decision was easy. And
when I made it to campus as a
student, I naturally sought out
Danny. “He’s not here anymore,”
they told me, “He’s moved on to
grad school down south.” Four
years later and I’m finally in on the
secret. I thank God all the time for
Danny Richer. And I couldn’t care
less what color the bricks are.
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Invasion of British Boy Bands. If you have had a chance to turn on the TV or
listen to the radio anytime over the past few weeks, you may know that the
United States has been hit by a major invasion—of British boy bands. And
I, for one, am thrilled. The first and perhaps most adorable thing to hit the
Billboard Top 100 since Justin Bieber is One Direction. It just performed its
hit song “What Makes You Beautiful” on Saturday Night Live and it is clear
to me that its members are destined to be pop music gold. Their long, floppy
hair and cute sense of style will attract followers all over the world, regardless
of whether their music is truly good or not. I can practically hear the teenage
roars just thinking about them. The other boy band that hails from across the
pond is The Wanted. And while I am pretty sure that most of us have jammed
to “Glad You Came” at some point between our “Call Me Maybe” sing-a-longs
in the past few weeks, I wonder if The Wanted have the same staying power
that One Direction has. I am excited to see what is coming from this new crop
of musicians invading the American music scene. I was a fanatic of Backstreet
Boys and ‘NSYNC in my younger years and while I don’t think we will be
seeing the same sort of choreography and matching outfits from this new crop
of bands, I do look forward to seeing the harmony and brotherly love of a band
in the weeks and months to come.—Kaylee Miller ’13
“Four Score and Seven Vampire Kills Ago.” Abraham Lincoln: Vampire Hunter.
It is a new movie hitting theaters June 2012. Well, doesn’t that sound like a
soon-to-be Academy Award winner? Why is Abe Lincoln hunting vampires,
you might ask? Well, because they are planning to take over the United States,
of course. If that doesn’t sound exciting enough for you, it’s even going to
be in 3D! Quite honestly, this movie sounds absolutely ridiculous; it sounds
like it should be a comedy. I can just imagine it now, “Four score and seven
vampire kills ago,” and maybe vampire John Wilkes Booth will proceed to
drink the blood of poor old Abe Lincoln. While the trailer does not explain
much about the upcoming film, it does show Abe Lincoln with quite a few
heroic swings of an axe. The trailer ends with a man swinging an axe so hard
it cuts through a tree—mind-blowing, really. Twilight, Vampire Diaries, True
Blood. Sure, let’s throw Abe Lincoln into the mix. Is there no other theme
to write about? Just because these shows did well does not mean everyone
else should write about vampires, too. Movie and T.V. show producers alike
need to get off the vampire kick. It was cool in the beginning, but as the title
of this movie suggests, it’s getting lame.—Kelly Sullivan ’15

by Fr. James Cuddy, O.P.

A few years ago, one of my
Dominican classmates asked me if
I had ever read The Great Gatsby.
I told him that I had, but not
since I was forced to read it (or,
more accurately, the CliffsNotes
version) in high school. He shook
his head and said, “Do yourself a
favor. Go back and read it again.
It looks entirely different when
you’re 30.”
Shortly after, I took his advice
and picked up Fitzgerald’s classic.
And I couldn’t put it down. He
was right. Entering into the world
of Jay Gatsby and his tireless
pursuit of the beautiful Daisy
Buchanan, I realized that the
author had admirably captured
the search for fulfillment and the
meaning of life that characterizes
one’s early adulthood. The book
really did look different, because
I—the reader—was different.
The more I think about it, one
can say that the same about all of
the classics. For years I’ve toted
around a complete collection
of Shakespeare’s sonnets and
Augustine’s Confessions, and they
are never the same read twice.
I change, and so too does my
experience of these works.
What’s true for the works I’ve
mentioned above is also true for
Sacred Scripture. The Bible yields
a different reading each time one
encounters it. But there is a major
difference that separates Scripture
from any other work of literature:
the Word of God is a living word.
In His unimaginable love for all
of humanity, God comes to meet

us. He reveals Himself, teaching
His children both divine and
human truths. In His goodness,
He speaks in human words and
through historical narratives. In
poetry and prose, prophecy and
parables, God speaks to us in ways
that we can understand.
God inspired human writers
to compose these sacred books,
and scholars have been able to
determine with some accuracy the
times and circumstances in which
the individual books of the Bible
were written. But since it is the
eternal God who is the true author
of Sacred Scripture, the Word He
speaks is timeless as well. This is
what we mean when we speak of
the Word of God being alive. It is
constantly being uttered anew and
is a direct communication from the
author to the reader or hearer.
Every time we pick up the Bible
or hear the Word of God proclaimed
in Church, we experience Scripture
differently. It speaks to us in ways
that it hadn’t before. But it’s not just
because we’ve changed. Rather, it’s
because God Himself is lovingly
communicating with us in the here
and now. He is constantly revealing
Himself to us, speaking words that
nourish and strengthen us. His
Word consoles the sorrowful and
reorients those who are adrift.
Do yourself a favor. Get the dust
of your Bible. Go back and read it
again. Let yourself be blown away
by the mind-boggling truth that
the almighty and ever-living God
is speaking personally to you, His
child whom He loves so much.
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Instagram:

New Favorite App
by Genevieve Ilg ’14
Asst. Commentary Editor

society
I’ve recently been introduced
to the world of Instagram. For the
longest time, I couldn’t wrap my head
around why people care to share their
personal photos (my arguments fall in
line with those similar to ones focusing
on the lack of privacy associated
with other social networking sites).
But Instagram is one way to share
information that should stick around.
If you haven’t used it, then you
probably have heard of it. Instagram
is a photo-sharing app for the iPhone.
The logic behind it: People are already
taking lots of great pictures with their
phones, so why not try to make them
more interesting?
Here are some quick facts about
Instagram: launched on October 6,
2010, number one in the App Store
within 24 hours of launch, holds the
record as quickest to reach one million
downloads (Dec. 21, 2010), launched
seven new languages, Instagram
photo made the cover of the Wall Street
Journal, and surpassed 25 million
users early last month.
It’s simple: You make an account,
take pictures, apply artsy effects,
and post them to gain followers. The
“cool” factor of Instagram is the fact
that it has different filters you can
use to increase the interest of your
pictures—pictures taken within the
app or photos already in your camera

roll. Instagram has tweaked its filter
selection since launch and there
are indications that eventually you
will be able to purchase additional
filters. Filters range from retro
to futuristic. When you factor in
other photo manipulation apps
like Diptic, Camera+, 100 Cameras,
and LabelBox, the possibilities are
endless. The photos you create
can then be instantly shared on
Instagram,
Facebook,
Twitter,
Flickr, Posterous, and Tumblr.
Instagram serves as a running
documentary of individuals’ lives,
but the reason for its popularity
is not because people care about
the mundane. My experience on
Instagram has been extremely
enjoyable. I’ve never seen negative
comments on people’s pictures, but
I have noticed people with large
followings using those followings to
try to do something for the greater
good, such as raising awareness for
donations for those affected by the
flooding in Queensland, Australia.
I’ve talked to other Instagramers
from China and Hawaii, and I
follow people from Amsterdam,
Turkey, and Saudi Arabia. It’s a
very global community that has a
flat-world feel.
Instagram allows people to get
a glimpse into the everyday lives
of people who live in completely
different cultures. Yet, we are so
much alike. People all over the
world celebrate weddings and
birthdays, cherish their children
and pets, appreciate a nice sunset or
beach scene, like to drink, and are
obsessed with food.

Who

Writes This
STUFF?
(Kelly Sullivan ’15)
Major:
Extremely Undeclared
Hometown:
Peabody, Mass.
Where to Find Her:
The Library
Fun Fact:
Afraid of Squirrels
Favorite Music:
*NSYNC, The Script, & All Time Low
Annoys Her Most:
Treks to Lower Campus
Most Passionate About:
British Accents & Peanut M&Ms
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Post-Lent Life and
The Diversity Discussion,
Sticking to Resolutions And How No One’s Talking
by Emily Corr ’13 & Tommy Cody ’13
Commentary Staff
society

Easter has come and Lent has finally
passed. We collapse onto our knees
with somewhere between seven and 12
Cadbury crème eggs. We can now eat
whatever we want on Fridays and do not
have to search through Ray for 30 minutes
to find something half-edible. Yes, we can
now indulge in all those things that we
chose to abstain from during Lent. Christ
has risen, and we are finally free to do
whatever we want, right?
Most of us are guilty of getting caught
up the in post-Lenten excitement that
Easter morning brings and we forget
what it’s all about—Jesus suffering
so that we could live. Although we no
longer have to deny ourselves the things
we gave up during Lent or do the things
that we promised to do, what good
would it be if we simply stopped and
returned to our old ways?
But don’t get me wrong—that doesn’t
mean there isn’t reason to rejoice in
completing your 40-day Lenten promise.
Sacrifice is extremely difficult, and it takes
an admirable amount of will power to
push yourself away from old, unhealthy
habits and toward fruitful new ones.
But there is something truly beautiful in
preventing yourself from reverting back
to old habits once those forty days are up.
If we simply revert back to our old ways
without some semblance of change, all 40
days are for naught.
In order for Lent to take full effect we
must, in some way shape or form, make
the commitment to continue our Lenten

promises. By following up on our Lenten
promises we are ensuring that we do not
just slip back into our old ways. Lent is
supposed to change us. It transforms us
in some way, not just for 40 days, but for
the rest of our lives.
Struggle also teaches us the benefit
of abstinence–how all things are good
in moderation. But what is beautiful is
how these struggles have the power
to show us what else exists beyond
our imagination. If we become too
comfortable with what we have, just
because it satisfies us, we will forever
remain in a stalemate. We will never
grow, learn, or explore new things. We
will become absorbed by a life of “whatifs,” instead of a life of experiences.
Lent, though difficult and sometimes
frustrating, provides us with a great
opportunity to make a positive internal
transformation. We often begin Lent
with an idea of what we are going
to learn from our sacrifice and end
up learning something completely
different about ourselves. The beauty
of Lent is not the suffering or feeling
of accomplishment we get at its close.
Lent’s true beauty lies in its ability to
reveal our strengths, make us aware of
our weaknesses, and strengthen our
resolve to better ourselves.
Lent prepares you for all of the
troubles that you will face throughout
the rest of the year. If we can take what
we learn from Lent and continue to
foster it, we can transform ourselves in
a more complete way-far beyond what
we ever thought we could accomplish
by giving up something for 40 days.
So when the going gets rough and
it seems as if the world is caving in
around you, don’t settle for any comfort
you may feel that will help to avoid
the struggle. Face it with the grace and
strength of a person filled with hope of a
future of new thrills, all the time.

by Karine Alexana Montinola ’13
Guest Commentary
campus

I want to offer up some observations
here about diversity at PC. I speak
from singular experience, from being
a minority, an international, and a
member of BMSA, so I don’t expect
to be very relatable personally, but
I do want to impart what I know on
the off-chance that it may be useful.
In particular, what concerns me is
the general attitude people here at
PC seem to have about diversity. The
hard fact is that PC’s diversity needs
a lot of work, and every improvement
since my freshman year has been
meager and hard-won. Is this harsh?
Maybe, but I am judging against the
backdrop of the entire school.
This is how zoned-in I feel the
multicultural side to PC is: Right now
I am even debating about whether or
not I should pause and explain what
BMSA is. There is no condescension
meant on my part, but I have met a
fair share of people here at school who
are completely unaware of BMSA’s
existence. I am often stricken by the
number of times I have to explain
who we are and what we are here for.
BMSA is often approached to help
certain offices at school to provide
a multicultural student dimension,
with the hopes that it will help further
diversity initiatives. This is a role we
gladly participate in as best we can,
and in fact it is something I wish
we could do more of, but I think it
is important to note how it remains
largely within a specific group of
people. Sure, it always feels like a lot of

people are involved in that particular
moment and space (apart from BMSA
there are a few other organizations
that have been wonderful about
initiatives and support), but when
I think of how many people who
are actually here at PC I realize the
scale. If the same people are talking
about it, over and over again, is there
really any hope for everyone else to
be involved, too? Obviously people
cannot be coerced into inclusion, but
I think it says something that a large
number of people here at PC feel no
need to be involved.
Therein lies the root problem, which
is that a good number of people seem
to think the problem is not a problem
at all. There are the two extremes at
PC on the matter: those who feel we
don’t discuss it enough and those who
feel we talk about it too much. In my
experience, those who are the latter
feel the way they do because they do
not see how it has much to do with
them. So it is a fair question—why do
we keep harping on it?
I couldn’t think of anything to
say during the few times I’ve been
confronted by this sentiment in
regular conversation, and I have no
idea how effective what I think is
now. But I know this: PC’s mission
is about transforming society. How
then can we hope to transform
society if we barely know what it
is? If PC’s mission is to transform,
then the people of PC—students,
faculty, and staff, everyone—need
to do their best to equip each other
to transform. This is not just about
insufficient preparation for life after
college, this is about an entire living
and breathing world we aren’t
aware of because we haven’t even
made the baby step of making the
campus a much more diverse place.

&

Tiffany E ar l

Making PC an emotionally
stable place one letter at a time
Dear Wrecked,
It’s super sweet that
you want to appease
both of your besties,
kindergartener style.
But alas, we are in college, and that
means someone is going to lose.
These kinds of decisions are always
accompanied by marathon crying
sessions and debates over who looks
prettier. It’s inevitable, so get out the
tissues now.
You’re problem is that you aren’t
being selfish enough. (For lessons
on Egotism 101, please refer to Kim
Kardashian.) Tiff Hint #1: Examine the
courses, and then decide which one
you find more challenging/fulfilling/
interesting. Tiff Hint #2: Don’t take a
class with the roommate who doesn’t
appreciate the subject matter the way
that you do. You won’t like it when
your roommate refers to Jackson
Pollock as “the man that flings random
sh*t on a canvas and calls it art.” That
would be très stupide.
Of course, you could always stalk
RateMyProfessor to see which class
is the easy A. But that might be too
simple.

Dear Wrecked,

This Week:

Caught Between an Art and
a French place
Dear Tiffany and Earl,
I’m so stressed out because
I don’t know what courses to
take. I’m an art history major
and a French minor. One of my
roommates wants me to take an
art class with her and the other
one wants me to take a French
literature course with her. Both
classes are at the same time, and
I can only pick one.
Sincerely,
Wrecked for Registration

“Help me, Tiff
and Earl! My life isn’t
perfect! I don’t have
100 percent control of
my First World education! I can’t be in class with two of
my many friends who are identical to
me! How can I enjoy my unemployable waste of a degree without texting my bestie from the next row of
desks?” Sorry, I honestly can’t bring
myself to care about your problems.
Not even God cares, and I think Kierkegaard would agree. Why don’t
you switch to a degree that is guaranteed to get you a massive lifetime salary and superior career choice, like
math? Or you could move to Somalia
and join a tribal militia. Crusading
in the lawless desert and dying far
from home, alone, among foreigners,
is the natural human condition. Get
used to it.
Your crusader buddy,

Roving

Photography
Who is your ideal
Commencement speaker?

“Gandalf!”
Ali Haro ’12

“Rebecca Black.”
Steph Striebe ’14, Julie Cavicchia ’14

“Samuel L. Jackson.”
Adam Schankman ’13, Matt Martin ’13

“Robin Williams.”
Bridget Murphy ’15, Emily Hill ’15

“Kenan and Kel!”
Marc Capuano ’12, Marykate Nelson ’14

“Mika!”
Emmett Croker ’13, Colleen Hayes ’13,
Patrick Fischer ’13

			

“Fabio.”
-Fabio
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Compiled by Billy Nawrocki ’12 & Saadia Ahmad ’14

SAADIA AHMAD ’14/ THE COWL

BILLY NAWROCKI ’12/ THE COWL

SAADIA AHMAD ’14/ THE COWL

ABOVE:
Amanda Centrella ’14 sings at the Women’s Art Show on Thursday,
March 22. The event was sponsored by Women Will and WDOM.
Students performed poetry and music on stage and displayed
their art around McPhail’s.

ABOVE: The theme of this year’s Unity Week, which took
place from Mar. 26-30 and was co-sponsored by BOMA, BMSA,
BOP, Residence Life, Campus Ministry, Academic Affairs, and
Student Affairs, was “The PC Story...My Story, Your Story, Our
Story.“ Monday’s kick-off event featured storyteller Valerie
Tutson, who led a workshop on the power of personal stories
and narrative.
TOP LEFT: On Thursday, Mar. 29, Fr. James Cuddy, chaplain of
the College, led the “What We’ll Pray For” rally, following the “I
Won’t Stand For” event in which students shared what actions
they would not stand for, including racism, homophobia,
religious hate and intolerance, and profiling.

Submitted by ZACHARY GAVRY ’14
ABOVE:
The Day of Silence, sponsored by SHEPARD, will be on April 20.

BILLY NAWROCKI ’12/ THE COWL

TOP RIGHT:
Wilma Briggs is a former left fielder for the All-American Girls
Professional Baseball League. Briggs was an active member of the
team from 1948 to 1954. She came to speak at PC on March 22.

You Better Run for Your Life If You Can
by Bridget Reed ’12

Demi Lovato tweets about almost running over Paul
McCartney in an L.A. parking lot.

Arts
&
Entertainment
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Earth Day is Every Day
Go Green or Go Home
by Katherine Bacino ’14
A&E Staff

Many characteristics can be attributed to the college environment: studious, engaging, challenging,
liberating, exciting, and inebriating, to name a few. Sustainable and conservatory? Not exactly the first
attributes that come to mind. Basically, the college environment is not very environmentally friendly.
Think about the average weekend. The amount of microwaveable food products, plastic cups, lights left
on, plastic cups, gas for transportation, and let’s not forget the litter all through our local neighborhoods.
While some may call that eclectic display of broken Solo cups and cigarette butts a poetic expression of
the college student’s meandering to and from each house party, it really just means PC’s colossal carbon
footprint is in healthy competition with Bigfoot. While these actions don’t apply to every student, I am
sure that many of us, including myself, can admit to committing more than a few of these earth-unfriendly
deeds during our recent weekend endeavors. With Earth Day right around the corner (April 22), wouldn’t
it be great to show our planet some love for the last month of school? The following 10 options are easy
enough for the average college student and do not require much extra effort. As an added bonus, many of
these green practices can save you green!

Start carrying a reusable water bottle.

From a cost perspective, you could potentially be saving
copious amounts of money per semester. In terms of your
health, you are doing your body a big favor by opting to use
BPA-free products. BPA is an industrial chemical used in many
water bottles that some studies suggest may be detrimental to
your health.

Limit your use of disposable utensils.

And when you do use them, wash them! Red SOLO cups
and plastic cutlery can be used more than once. Try to make one
bag last a month, not a weekend.

Use compact fluorescent light bulbs.

These bulbs cost a bit more than regular bulbs, but they last
longer and are more energy efficient, saving you money in the
long run.

Unplug when not in use.

When you are not using your iHome, computer charger, cell
phone charger, coffee maker, hair straightener, etc…unplug it!
While turning these products off does save some energy, they
are energy vampires, sucking up wasted energy when they are
left on standby power. The average U.S. household spends $100
per year on power devices while they are off. Taking the extra
couple seconds to unplug can save your wallet and your planet.

Don’t overcharge.

Overcharging your cell phone and computer is a common
mistake that kills the life of your battery and wastes energy.
Unplug your device from the charger and unplug the charger
from the wall when you have a full battery.
Be smart about laundry.
Try to wash your clothing in cold water whenever possible.
Not only is this better for the environment, but it’s better for
those of us who still mix all of our clothes in one batch hoping
the whites don’t turn an awkward shade of pinkish blue. Try
to limit your use of detergent and air dry whenever possible.
Avoid using bleach and try to do your laundry at non peak
hours (either early in the morning, or perhaps easier, late at
night…another plus: the washers won’t be as popular during
these hours).
Take shorter showers.
Shorten your showers and try to use cooler water and turn
off the water during shaves. A tip on the difficult side, but very
eco-friendly.

Walk and carpool.

Whenever you can, it’s a pretty easy tip for most college
kids, especially as the weather warms up. Try walking to a
local bakery or sandwich shop to support local business (while
you’re at it with your eco-friendly ways, why not support your
local community?).

Get up and do something.

If you are feeling like an ambitious and motivated
environmentalist, there are plenty of ways to become more
involved with the care of your local environment. Organizations
like the Surfrider Foundation and the Sierra Club sponsor
cleanups throughout the state. Especially during April, the
events are rampant, and an easy search online can put you in
contact with a weekend of planetary spring-cleaning.

If you haven’t already, start recycling.

Probably the easiest thing to start doing: recycle everything!
Your old notes, essay outlines, study guides, calendars, packets,
your course registration booklet (not until April 18, of course),
old copies of The Cowl and other newspapers, beer cans,
Burnett’s bottles, old water bottles, yogurt containers, and coffee
cup sleeves from PC Perk.
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Bully Shoves Its Way Into Theaters
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by Haley Webster ’14
A&E Staff
If given the chance to see The
Hunger Games or Bully, most teenagers
would choose The Hunger Games. Both
movies have been labeled “brutal”
and “violent,” and while The Hunger
Games is rated PG-13, Bully was
rated R until this weekend, ending a
month-long debate between Weinstein
Company and the Motion Picture
Association of America. The Hunger
Games demolished box office records
and sent cult followers into a frenzy
on opening night and every night
since, but Bully has created a rumbling
through different means.
Bully is a documentary focused on
five families who have been deeply
affected by bullying in today’s schools.
The film follows these midwestern
students for a full year during their
classes, on the playground, at home,
and in the cruelest environment of
all—the school bus. The film focuses
mostly on elementary/middle school
age children who have been torn down
by their peers, so it only makes sense
that its target audience is the age group
that bullying affects most. However,
the film was given an R rating due to a
scene in which severe profanities were
cast at one of the students. Producers
and Weinstein Company fought the
MPAA for a month in order to get the
rating down to PG-13. As a 14-yearold kid, would you want to watch
a movie about bullying with your
mom sitting next to you, with her
running commentary and inevitable
waterworks? No.
The Hunger Games, a movie about
kids battling other kids to the death,
was given a mild PG-13 rating. Parents
look past the PG-13 rating since the

series is often the reason why their
child has logged out of Facebook and
picked up an actual book. The mild
rating allowed viewers of all ages to
see the film, regardless of parental
supervision. So, what’s the big deal?
A movie about stopping violence and
protecting others was limited in its
potential viewers while a movie that
promotes violence and death was
opened up to the greater public.
Producers of the film stopped
midway through the year to show
school officials and the students’
parents the footage, as they realized it
was too cruel to wait until the film was
pieced together. The footage included
a student getting his head smashed on
the public school bus, and the same
student getting stabbed with pencils.
With an estimated 13,000,000 children
ages 5-18 bullied each year (bullying
is the most common form of violence
among minors nationwide) and
3,000,000 missing more than 25 percent
of the school year due to being bullied,
one can argue that Bully might be a
more valuable use of your time. But
am I being a bully by telling you which
movie is better? Is the MPAA being a
bully for forcing a rating on the film or
are the Bully producers being bullies
to the MPAA by forcing a new rating?
Bully comes to theaters April 13.
PHOTO COURTESY OF POLITICS.BLOGS.FOXNEWS.COM

EDITOR VS. EDITOR
This Week: Favorite Breakfast Food

Tim Morris

Sarah O’Brien

Favorite Breakfast Food: French Toast Sticks

Favorite Breakfast Food: Bacon and Eggs

Her Thoughts: This is such a classic breakfast
meal; you can’t go wrong. Bacon is basically
God’s gift to man. I’m pretty sure they taught
that in Civ, right? If not, they should. Bacon,
in all of its crispy, crunchy glory, is vital to the
development of Western Civilization. Eggs
are egg-cellent, as well, and can provide eggstremely egg-traordinary puns. Over-easy, sunnyside-up, scrambled—there’s a way to serve eggs
that fits every mood or personality. The Easter
Bunny loves eggs. Even Dr. Seuss paid tribute
to the food in his book Green Eggs and Ham. The
character, though reluctant to try them, ends up
a huge fan of green eggs. Rumor has it that Dr.
Seuss considered entitling the work Green Eggs
and Bacon.”Another title he thought about using
was, Green Eggs and Sarah Wins Again, Tim.

His Thoughts: Getting out of bed is the biggest battle of
my day. Once I look somewhat presentable, I rub the sleep
out of my eyes and stagger to Ray. “Hello, good morning.”
“Hi, Janina.” Swipe. I’m almost too tired to dodge the students
who are frantically rushing past the counter to get to class.
Then, a glimpse of hope. French toast sticks are the main
course this morning. Usually, I’m given about four of them,
but that’s never enough. Asking for two more, I then grab
a cup of syrup and settle into my favorite booth. No forks
or knives are needed. Utensils would only take away from
the intimacy shared between one’s hands and one’s gourmet
breakfast. Taking a single French toast stick, I dunk it into the
syrup. As I bring the food to my mouth, a single bead of syrup
falls toward my plate. The sunlight hits it and, somewhere, a
heavenly choir sings.
His View of Sarah: Bacon and eggs? That’s cheating.
Those are two separate foods. So which one do you like
more? Bacon is good, but it’s a hackneyed choice. Have you
ever seen Epic Meal Time on YouTube? Those guys put bacon
on everything. Not that I’m a vegetarian, but think of all the
pigs that have died—nay, been slaughtered—just so that you
could munch happily. And then you’ve got the eggs. I guess
you’re one of those pro-choicers. Your appetite has led to
the mass killing of unborn chickens. These are animals that
might have otherwise hatched, grown up, gone to college,
and raised their own families. Together, then, your ideal
breakfast foods are a testament to Man’s careless handling
of Nature.
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Her View of Tim: There are so many things
that could go wrong. They could be burnt. Too
soggy from syrup. Not enough to satisfy you.
And what if you’re out of syrup? Your younger
sister finished the last bit, and forgot to put
it on the grocery list, so now you’re screwed. I
mean, who likes plain french toast sticks? They
would be so...plain. Also, french toast sticks can
sometimes look like fingers. Cannibalism isn’t
cool, Tim. This isn’t Silence of the Lambs, it’s just
breakfast, sheesh.
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Remembering The Real World

by Marisa Urgo ’14
A&E Staff
I consider it a personal failure that
I was not born in 1980. Not only was
this the prime time to wear leggings
and ill-fitting T-shirts, but it would’ve
been a good age to start watching
The Real World when it premiered on
MTV in 1992. I’m unsure if I consider
it a success or another item to tack
onto the list of embarrassing things I
shouldn’t mention, but I’ve watched
every season up until a few years
ago and may or may not have had an
“obsession” at a certain time in my
life. With the 20-year anniversary
approaching, I’d like to pay homage to
a show that blossomed into a cultural
phenomenon before fading into the
background of trashy television. If
you’re going to catch up on your story
of seven strangers, I’d suggest starting
with the following five classic moments:
New York (Season One): The first
season is remarkably different than the
others, but is one of the best because the
cast members had no expectations of
what they should be doing. It was more
like a documentary about aspiring artists
in New York than the season-long spring
break it has become. The first classic
moment in Real World history was Kevin
and Julie’s intense argument about race.
It was a moment we will probably never
see in The Real World again, because the
show has been zapped from its original
idea of exploring culture and tackling
social issues.

Los Angeles (Season Two): David
thought it would be a good joke to grab
his housemate Tami by her bedsheets,
and drag her through the hallway in
her underwear. It wasn’t exactly a nice
thing to do as a prank, but watching
Tami scream at David that it “wasn’t
funny” over and over again just made
it…well, funny.
San Francisco (Season Three):
Puck was the first “character” on TV
who wasn’t afraid to push boundaries.
The moment where he picked his nose
and then used that finger to scoop his
roommate’s peanut butter is perhaps
the most disgusting moment in reality
television, but certainly a classic. This
ultimately led to him becoming the
second housemate evicted.
Seattle (Season Seven): “The
slap heard around the world” made
headlines when Stephen slapped Irene.
The best part of this entire ordeal is
that after Stephen ran after her car and
slapped her in the face, he trotted off
like a proud pony.
Chicago
(Season
Eleven):
Everybody remembers where they
were on September 11, 2001, including
the seven members of The Real World
at that time. The five minutes where
the cast sits in silence watching the
news with horrified expressions
are actually touching, as are their
emotionally candid interviews. Later,
it was revealed that these supposedly
raw reactions were staged. The cast
was actually at a photo shoot while the
event happened.
PHOTO COURTESY OF YALEHERALD.COM

Game of Thrones Reigns Supreme
by Mary McGreal ’15
A&E Staff
Quick, name the origin of the
“Brace Yourselves” meme that was so
mercilessly butchered by thousands
of college students over the past few
months. Need a little help? Also known
as “Imminent Ned,” the meme is based
off the character of Eddard “Ned” Stark,
portrayed by actor Sean Bean, from the
television show Game of Thrones.
The second season of the awardwinning HBO series, which began on
April 1, is based on books by author
George R.R. Martin and follows the
trials and triumphs of members of
the mythical Seven Kingdoms. The
aforementioned Ned Stark, Lord of
Winterfell, is the patriarch of the Stark
family. The first season focuses mainly
on the Stark family of the North and
the cunning Lannisters of the West.
Also making appearances are the exiled
Targaryen siblings, who are biding their
time before they can reclaim control of
lost lands, and the Night’s Watch, who

stand guard over the North at The Wall.
As if a power struggle were not enough,
summer is finally ending after several
years, which means that winter is
indeed coming to the Seven Kingdoms,
promising to be long and brutal. Toss
some crazy killer dead people into
the mix and the result is bound to be
anything but pleasant.
A few disclaimers are in order.
Game of Thrones is not for the faint
of heart or weak of stomach. Have a
favorite character? Surprise! He/she/it
is most likely going to die! Heads roll,
necks are slit, and various body parts
are stabbed before the first episode
is over. It is probably not a show you
should watch with your 12-year-old
brother, even though he is really into
The Lord of the Rings and all that weird
medieval fantasy stuff you don’t really
understand. Why, you ask? What could
be so risqué about a bunch of medieval
warriors and royals romping around a
magical land battling and having fun
adventures? Well, there is nudity and
sex. Quite a bit, actually. Oh yes, a fair

amount of incest, too. This is premium
cable, people. Choose your viewing
mates carefully. But who knows?
Maybe that is how you and your brother
bond; who am I to judge? Disclaimers
aside, there really is something for
everyone in Game of Thrones. Action,
visually pleasing actors, wolf puppies,
awesome costumes, epic horseriding
montages, beautiful scenery, drama,
sword fighting, and British accents. You
should probably watch it. There are
British accents, for goodness sake. What
more could you want?

COURTESY OF TVTROPES.ORG
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Poor Murderer, a Killer Show

PHOTO COURTESY OF SARAH O’BRIEN ‘15

by Sarah O’Brien ’15
Asst. A&E Editor
Four hours a day, six days a week.
That’s how much time the cast members
dedicate to Providence College’s
Department of Theatre, Dance, and
Film’s most recent production, Poor
Murderer, which is directed by faculty
member John Garrity. That’s not to
mention the extra time the actors had
to put in despite their hectic schedules
in the week leading up to opening
night. Males in the show even had to
grow beards. I’m happy to report that
their efforts were not in vain—the cast
killed it.
Poor Murderer is a play by Pavel
Kohout that takes place in Russia at
St. Elizabeth’s Institute for Nervous
Disorders in 1900. It is centered around
a man named Anton Ignatyevich
Kerzhentsev (Patrick Mark Saunders),
who is an actor and a current patient
at St. Elizabeth’s. He has been given
the opportunity to prove his sanity
through a play he wrote that recreates
his life. What he doesn’t know is
that Professor Drzhembitsky (Kevin
Lynch), who is observing him, is
mainly concerned with using Anton
as an experiment, hoping to make a
psychological breakthrough. The play
is set up in an interesting way, since the
actors are, for the most part, playing
actors, each brought into the institute
to hold multiple roles in Anton’s
autobiographical drama.
The plot is thick, intricate, and at
times hard to follow (it can be difficult
to distinguish Anton’s play from what
is really happening at the Institute,
though lighting effects help). However,
Poor Murderer will certainly make you
think. And, arguably, the production
is supposed to perplex the audience at
least a little, since the play-within-a-

play setup emphasizes how lost Anton
is in his role as the ultimate deceiver,
and how his lies end up confusing even
him, to the point of losing his mind. To
Anton, there is no worse fate than being
proclaimed insane, so he goes to great
lengths to demonstrate that he is a sane
murderer, rather than a crazy man.
In a trailer for the show (which can
be found on YouTube), Garrity says,
“For this character, it would be worse
to admit that he’s lost his most precious
possession—his most precious tool, as
he describes it—his rational mind.”
I was lucky enough to come across
some of the show’s stars sitting
together at a table in Ray. Jeff DeSisto,
who plays First Actor and Alexy
Konstantinovich Savelyov, tells me that
the best part of being in a production is
the camaraderie that develops between
the actors. “What makes it great is that
we’re all friends outside of the show,”
said DeSisto. After a fond, sarcastic
remark from fellow actor, Erin Fusco
(Third Actress), he continued, “We
respect each other, and trust each other
not to screw up.”
Fusco, who not only gave an
excellent performance, but will also
be bringing corsets back in style,
agreed. “It’s nice to be there to support
everyone,” she said. “It was also a great
experience to be a part of the ensemble.
To put on that many hats—figuratively
and literally—was different and fun.”
DeSisto also mentioned that every
show is unique, and that the cast
continues to learn and grow with each
performance. “We pick up on new
things each time,” he said. Actress
Marisa Urgo adds that it gives them
a new perspective to be on the stage
throughout the duration of the show.
“It’s the same scene, so we are able
to watch the performance.” Though
the actors often serve as an audience

themselves, they are still onstage, so
they must stay in character. “We have
to be alert the whole time,” said Urgo.
Patrick Mark Saunders (Anton)
said, “I loved that this production was
so theatrical; I could turn around and
snap and have people there, at my
command.” When asked if he enjoyed
playing an actor acting, he said, “There
were these really cool moments at the
end, like my line ‘Why don’t you all
admit I’m just an actor?’ I am me at that
moment, losing myself in a character.”
The four friends are currently taking
a Hamlet class together, which is actually
taught by Garrity. Coincidentally,
Hamlet acts as a significant portion of the
plot, with Anton’s role in this play being
a turning point on his road to insanity.
“There’s a cool parallel [between Hamlet

PHOTO COURTESY OF PROVIDENCE.EDU

and Poor Murderer],” said Saunders in
the trailer. “Hamlet pretends to be mad
in order to pull off this thing that’s really
sane, for him, and what my character is
doing is trying to prove that [he’s] sane
because [he] did a really insane thing.”
Actor and television personality
John O’Hurley attended Poor Murderer
this past Sunday. He personally told the
cast they did a “remarkable job.” It’s
O’Hurley-approved, so there is no need
to have a feud with your friends over
it—see this show.
Poor Murderer will be performed at the
Angell Blackfriars Theatre (inside the Smith
Center for the Arts—that fancy building
you walk by on your way to Eaton St.) this
Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m. and this
Sunday at 2 p.m.
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Wedding Bells
by Keely Mohin ’14
Asst. Portfolio Editor
fiction
Let us not mince words. Howie was
emotional napalm.
Most people would never pin a
“Howie” as a heartbreaker, but he had
a smooth, debonair way about him that
dispelled any negative suppositions
regarding his personality and/or
general competence as a human being.
He was, after all, an architecture major
in college, headed the Student Events
Committee, and even ran for (and
subsequently won) class president. In
short, Howie perfectly embodied the
roles of super student, super socializer,
and, well, super everything, and it was
during this apex of his thus far short
existence that he met Cindy.
They dated for a year in college,
but he ended their relationship one
day before Commencement. Cindy,
blindsided, felt devastated—hence the
napalm comparison. But fast forward
five years to Howie retrieving his mail
in the lobby of his chic condominium
complex, one that he designed. It was
modern, simple, without complication,
and he had never felt prouder of
anything in his life. Howie, luxuriating
in the brilliance of his creation, leafed
through junk mail and bills until
he found himself holding Cindy’s
wedding invitation in his hand.
So, thought Howie, Cindy’s getting
married. To another man. And he was
invited to watch it.
They had, after all, agreed to
remain friends.
But somehow, Howie couldn’t
shake a stinging sensation somewhere
deep within the pit of his stomach.
He felt strange, and he felt strange
about feeling strange. It had been
five years. Sure, they met a couple of
times a year for coffee to catch up, but
the intimacy they once shared fizzled
until they were nothing more than
fracquaintances—not quite friends,
but not quite acquaintances, either. So,
there was no cause for strangeness or,
dare he think it, jealousy.
Howie went about his day. He
prepared a cup of coffee, black of
course, and sat down at his desk
to work on some new designs for a
shopping mall to be built off of the
freeway. Somehow, though, Howie
couldn’t focus. The invitation, which he
had dropped haphazardly on his filing
cabinet, seemed to stare at him—mock
him, even. If for nothing else than the

sake of efficiency, Howie determined
to analyze his reaction in order to
find the quickest possible solution. So,
scrapping a subpar drawing he had
begun, Howie left his desk, refilled his
coffee cup, and walked out onto his
balcony to think.
Cindy, he recalled, was a sweet girl.
Sure, every girl could be sweet, but
Cindy was different. She, as his mother
said, knew no evil. She wasn’t a stupid
girl, no, but she had a knack of finding
a silver lining in even the grayest of
clouds. Howie never thought she was
beautiful, but that was what was so very
beautiful about her. She wasn’t quite
cute, either. She was simply different.
Thin. Tall. Willowy. A bit on the quieter
side, too, but one couldn’t help but
laugh when she did speak. Cindy had
a quick, caustic edge to her, and that’s
what initially drew Howie in.
Then things got serious.
It was the simplest event that ended
it for him. He was meeting Cindy for
dinner at a restaurant near campus,
and when he sat down across from
her, she pushed a small, wrapped box
across the table towards him.
“I know it’s a bit early since
graduation is still a few days away,”
Cindy said, registering his confusion.
“But I was so excited that I couldn’t
wait. Go ahead, open it.”
Howie
obeyed
and
slowly
unwrapped the box, opened it, and
found himself staring down at a gold
watch. Certainly it was no Rolex, but
it was definitely real gold. Christ,
thought Howie, this must have cost her
a bundle. And then his panic began.
Things were getting complicated. Until
that moment, he had made sure they
struck a careful balance. They were
affectionate, but not too affectionate.
They went out to eat, but they always
split the bill. They bought one another
presents for holidays and birthdays,
but always with a limit of about $50.
A gold watch changed things, made
them complicated and muddied them
with emotional overtones. A gold
watch meant a real commitment. A
gold watch meant accountability. A
gold watch meant Howie needed to
get out—fast.
Three days later, Howie told Cindy
he didn’t see things going any further.
Now, five years later, he sipped
his black coffee and found himself
imagining Cindy’s wedding. She
would have a small ceremony, he
knew that. Probably in a small chapel
somewhere in the country. He could
almost hear the wedding bells and

see her walking down the aisle in a
simple, lace gown with flowers, both
in her hands and her hair. Yes, she’ll
definitely have a flower in her hair,
thought Howie with a smile. She
used to do that sometimes. He tried
to imagine the groom, wondered idly
what he looked like. And during his
musings, Howie found himself almost
wishing it were him. No, not almost.
He really did wish it were him.
He knew then he couldn’t go to
that wedding.

Howie gulped down the last of
his black coffee. He had built his life
around simplicity, cleanliness, and
methodically remaining unattached.
That’s why he ended every relationship
he ever had after the six month mark—
well, except with Cindy. Life just felt
better that way. He hadn’t foreseen this
change of heart.
But as Howie returned to his condo
and almost heard the distant sound of
impending wedding bells, he realized
he had loved Cindy, truly.

Jack in the Box
by Emily Goodnow ’14
Portfolio Staff

Although the box is an ominous black
She pursues its resident; his name is Jack.
She’s never been afraid of the dark.
She’s never feared a man’s spark.
So she twists the lever every day,
Hoping Jack will come out and play.
She is confident he will arise
(And she is correct in her surmise).
Jack launches from the gloom,
Surpasses his impending doom,
Chuckles that he is finally free;
No more shadows for him to see.
She cherishes this little man.
They laugh together while they can.
Until once more he withdraws
Without notice or a pause.
She grips the lever once more
And turns it ‘til her knuckles sore.
Others look at her and frown,
But she’s in love with a clown.
And she’ll pursue that little man
As long as her calloused fingers can.

PHOTO COURTESY CLOWN-MINISTRY.COM
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by Mason Sciotti ’15
Portfolio Staff

Part 8
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by Kiernan Dunlop ’14
Portfolio Staff
FICTION
Annabelle felt like an outsider.
Everyone around her had been
waiting for this moment for years, and
here she was joining two days before
it happened. She kept thinking back
to yesterday morning when she had
no idea about the Compello or the
Liberatis, and she selfishly wished she
was back there again.
The only thing Annabelle wanted
was to have her parents back, and
now that she realized that it would
never happen, she just wanted to get
out of there.
“Daniel, this isn’t my fight. I just
want to go home and forget this ever
happened,” Annabelle stated bluntly
as they were leaving breakfast.
“How can you say that this isn’t
your fight? This is more your fight
than it is mine. These people took your
parents away from you when you
were 12 years old. It’s their fault that
you’ve had to live alone for the past
five years. Doesn’t that make you want
to fight; don’t you want to make them
pay?” Daniel asked, confused by what
Annabelle was saying to him.
Annabelle stared back at him
blankly. She had been asking herself
those very same questions and feeling
guilty about her answers. She knew
that anyone in her position should
feel angry, but she was just tired. She
had been angry for five years and now
she just wanted to be done. For the
first time, she knew that her parents
weren’t coming back and that replaced
the anger inside her with grief. She
didn’t want to explain that to Daniel,
however, because she knew he would
just think she was weak.
“Daniel, it’s just, you’ve been
planning this for a really long time
and I only learned what was going on
yesterday. If your plan isn’t executed
perfectly, it will all fall apart and I

don’t want to be the one responsible
for that. I think maybe it would
be best if you replaced me with
someone who has been preparing for
this for more than a day and knows
what they’re doing.” By the look in
Daniel’s eyes, Annabelle knew she
hadn’t convinced him.
“Annabelle, you’re going to be
great. You’re just experiencing
typical first time jitters. I wouldn’t
have risked going into the city for
just anybody,” he said as he walked
away smiling.
Annabelle walked back to her
room feeling even more defeated.
It didn’t help that the rooms there
resembled prison cells with concrete
walls and no windows. She laid back
on her bed and decided to go over
Daniel’s plan. First, they were going
to use the sewers to get into the city,
a place she wasn’t looking forward to
revisiting. Then, two separate teams
were going to spread out through the
city and debilitate all the Compello
forces they came across.
That’s when Annabelle realized
why she didn’t want to do this. If
they went through with this, there
would be no difference between the
Liberatis and the Compello. If they
were willing to kill and kidnap to
gain control, what would stop them
from trying to keep control that way?
Annabelle decided then that she was
going to stop Daniel’s plan, but she
would need help.
All Malcolm had talked about that
morning was how excited he was to,
in his own words, “wipe the stupid
smiles off those bastards’ faces,” so
she knew that he wasn’t going to
help her. Helen, as the leader of the
Liberatis, had to approve Daniel’s
plan, so she wouldn’t back out of
it now. There was only one person
Annabelle knew of that could help
her, but she needed a phone.

I was adrift at sea, lost in crashing gold-tipped waves
It wasn’t the ocean of her eyes, no.
Her eyes are brown.
That would be naïve.
I was lost in her hair, my ship hardly sea-worthy
Tossed about by whirlpools and waterfalls
A golden-brown sheet of serenity one minute
And the next, a tumult of passion
I went to steady the sails, but then I remembered
I have no sails.
I’m not actually in a boat.
That would be naïve.
The full moon silhouettes her, accentuates her
Mystifies, personifies, exemplifies, sedates her
The moon is her mirror, two heavenly bodies
I’d lasso both, given the chance, and bring them
down to me
But I can’t tie her down.
Or the moon for that matter.
That would be naïve.
The fires of the sun can’t hold a candle to my love
No, it burns hotter than the deepest parts of Hell
And yet, as Dante says, the heart of it is Ice
I’ve never been there myself.
I can’t debate him on it.
That would be naïve.
As Shakespeare said, her lips may not be coral
And her eyes are not two suns
She does neither fly nor hover, no
She walks, and still I follow
I’m not in love with an image
Not my ideals or my fantasy
I love her, a living, breathing, erring human being
And I would not change it, no.
That would be naïve.

To be continued...
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Staff Pick of the Week
The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao
by Junot Díaz
The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao follows the story of an overweight Dominican teenager who buries
his issues in science fiction novels and his obsession with finding his one true love. Although Oscar seems to
live the life of a normal boy, he is plagued by a curse called the fukú that has followed his family for decades
through the harsh realities of the Dominican Republic to the gang-filled streets of Peterson, New Jersey.
The first part of the book explores the perspective of Oscar’s sister, Lola, who has an abusive relationship
with their mother. After attempting to run away from home, Lola is sent to the Dominican Republic to
live with their grandmother, La Inca. The book then follows the history of Oscar and Lola’s mother, Beli,
who was raised under the oppressive dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo. Both an intriguing fictional story and
a lesson in the history of the Dominican Republic, The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao intricately ties
together the lives of Beli, Lola, and Oscar so that their stories represent not only the struggle against
oppression, but the resilience of the human heart. Filled with both historical information, sometimes filling
whole pages with footnotes, and heart-breaking inner monologues, this is a book which will leave its reader
wanting to learn more about the brief, wondrous life of Oscar Wao.

— Dara Plath '13

PHOTO COURTESY WIKIPEDIA.COM

The Cowl 27

PORTFOLIO

April 12, 2012

PHOTO COURTESY ALL-FREE-DOWNLOAD.COM

This Is Not My Life: Part 9
by Margaret Barresi ’12
Portfolio Staff
FICTION
The next morning, my head felt
heavy against the passenger side
window of my dad’s car. I closed
my eyes and could feel the cold glass
pressing on the skin of my forehead. I
knew we’d be at the school soon, and
in light of everything, I wasn’t sure if I
was ready for another day.
“So, how are things going so far?”
My dad’s voice broke the silence.
“They’re going alright, I guess.” I
could feel him glancing at my profile
while trying not to take his eyes off the
road for too long.
“Alice…”
“What?” I opened my eyes and
leaned back against the headrest.
“Are you okay?”
“Yes, Dad.” I took a deep breath and
tucked a lock of stray hair behind my
ear. “Everything is fine.”
“Are you sure?” I saw him flick on
his left turn signal so he could pull into
the school’s long driveway. I began to
gather my things and put my hand on
the door handle as the car slowed down.
“Yeah,” I shifted myself to face
him for a minute. “I promise, Dad.
I’m alright.”
“Okay,” he said quietly, and reached
over to squeeze my shoulder. “I’ll see
you after school.” I opened the car
door and slowly lifted myself out,
dragging my backpack behind me. I
gave my dad a small wave as I pushed
the door shut behind me and began to
walk towards the school’s entrance.
I kept my head down and pulled
my jacket collar up against the
bottom of my chin. As usual, a light
snow was falling and the flakes were

settling on my eyelashes, making it
hard for me to see the area around
me. I had almost reached the shelter
of the entrance’s overhang when I felt
someone grab my hand from behind.
I spun around, slipping slightly on the
wet pavement, letting whoever it was
steady my shoulders so I wouldn’t
fall. I looked up and saw Robbie’s face
inches from my own with his blonde
hair damp and his glasses scattered
with water droplets.
“H-h-hey Robbie.” I shivered slightly,
trying to resist the urge to bolt inside.
“Hey,” he said softly, looking down
and letting go of my shoulders. “Can
we talk?”
“Um, w-well class is about to st-start,
and I don’t really think we should b-be
late…” I stammered quickly, trying to
move closer to the door.
“Alice, please?” His normally
light brown eyes were the color of
thunder clouds.
“Okay,” I said quietly. I followed
Robbie away from the school towards
the same benches where I had talked
with Cheshire the afternoon before.
I sat down next to him and tried not
to shake with cold. Robbie didn’t say
anything. He was leaning back against
the bench and staring at his lap. He
didn’t seem to be affected by the cold.
I waited a couple of minutes before I
cleared my throat. “So, what’s up?”
“Well, I really don’t even know
what to say,” he replied, shaking his
head. “I know Cheshire has told you
everything already.”
“Yeah, we talked yesterday,” I said
slowly. “And then Cameron filled in
some of the gaps for me, too.”
“Oh yeah?” He raised his eyebrows
and let out a slight laugh that seemed
to bend with betrayal. “Well, good, I’m
glad everyone is all in the loop now…”
He shook his head again.

“Robbie, it’s okay.
Really! I
understand…” I reached out and
lightly touched his arm.
“No you don’t, Alice!” He said
loudly, pushing my hand away. “You
don’t get it! You weren’t here. You
didn’t even know her.” His voice
cracked slightly. “And now everyone’s
acting like I’m in love with you just
because you have the same hair as her?
It’s ridiculous.” He took a deep breath
and lowered his voice. “I’m not crazy.”
“Robbie, I know that.” I stared at
him. “I never thought you were in
love with me.” I laughed softly, “It is
ridiculous to think about.”
“I’m not going to lie, Alice, you
remind me a lot of her.” He stared back
at me. “But I’m not trying to get caught
up in some sick fantasy of a second
chance with the girl of my dreams who
died last year.”
“I know,” I looked at the ground
and shivered.
“So, can we be friends?” I could feel
him studying my profile, but I couldn’t
look up to meet his eye. I nodded.
“Alice?” I felt him reach over and
touch my shoulder.
“Yeah, sorry,” I sniffed, trying to
wipe my face. “Friends. Let’s do that.”
I smiled weakly, avoiding his gaze. I
stood up quickly and picked up my
backpack. “We’d better go inside. We’re
already late.”
“Alice, what is it?” He said standing
up and blocking my path. His hands
were braced against my shoulders,
preventing me from getting past him.
I wasn’t entirely sure what was making
me so upset, but I knew the tears were
going to start falling if I didn’t get
away from him. I hadn’t asked for
this. When Drew and Cameron had
asked me who I was, I hadn’t been able
to give them an answer. But I didn’t
want this role: the girl who reminded

everyone of someone else. I wanted
my own place here, without this
shadow of sadness that seemed to be
following me.
“I just wish I had never come
here.” I whispered as the heavy drops
spilled over the brims of my eyes
and streaked down my cheeks. I felt
Robbie’s arms lift off my shoulders
and wrap themselves around my
back, pulling me into his chest.
“Nah, don’t wish that.” He
rested his chin atop my head and
rocked me softly as I cried. “Alice,”
he pulled back slightly and lifted
my face with his hand so he could
look into my eyes. “I am glad you
came here. Really.” He smiled. His
damp hair was curling around
his face. I felt a flash of heat run
through my stomach and up into
my chest. Without thinking, I
reached up and wrapped my arms
around Robbie’s shoulders, pulling
his face closer to mine. I saw his
eyes narrow in confusion but he
didn’t stop me. I closed my eyes
and gently pressed my lips to his.
I felt the heat flow up through my
throat, burning the skin that had
come into contact with his. “Oh my
God!” I said loudly, realizing what
I had just done and pulling back
quickly. I clapped my hand over
my mouth and slung my bag onto
my back. “I’m so sorry!” I gasped,
hot tears springing into the corners
of my eyes.
“Alice, what…” Confusion clouded
his dark eyes.
“I have to go,“ I called over my
shoulder as I ran towards the parking
lot. “What is wrong with me?” I
muttered out loud to myself, trying
not to slip on the freshly fallen snow.
To be continued...

Literary Love Triangles
One girl. Two guys. There’s bound to be some tension. This week we
are all about infidelity. Who was the better man for Hester Prynne?
Chillingworth or Dimmesdale?

Hester Prynne
Chillingworth
Appearance, people, is everything. Just ask the Kardashians: They put on 30
pounds of makeup each morning just to look like they rolled out of bed bright as daisies.
Alas, if only they lived in 17th century colonial America. Then, at least, they could have
given Hester Prynne a few pointers. Now, I’m not even going to argue that Chillingworth
was the more romantic or attractive man for Hester. He wasn’t. In fact, if memory serves,
he was old, crusty, and had a penchant for revenge. However, he was her husband. And,
if Hollywood has taught us anything in life, it’s that infidelity never bodes well with the
public. Just look at Brad and Angelina. A recent poll shows that 90 percent of Americans
are Team Aniston. (Writing tip: People will believe anything if you give them a statistic.)
Therefore, if for nothing else than her fragile reputation, Hester should have resisted her
hormonal urges and waited for her husband to arrive. Chillingworth does, after all, come
to Boston, and, if not for Pearl’s existence, he would have moseyed on down to Hester’s
cottage exclaiming, “Honey, I’m home!” But no, Hester got pregnant, became a social
pariah, and found herself left with a dead lover and an angry husband. Plus, had she
just waited for Chillingworth, she would have been, to put it colloquially, “rolling in the
dough.” Indeed, Hollywood has also taught us that money is the most important entity in
the entire universe. Love, loyalty, and any other emotion are worthless in comparison. So, I
think we’ve learned some valuable lessons today: Appearance means everything, popularity
among the masses is more important than personal happiness, and money should be the
focal point of everyone’s lives.
— Keely Mohin '14

Dimmesdale
Hester Prynne should be with Dimmesdale and I’ll tell you why in approximately 250
words. First of all, her husband, the aptly named Chillingworth, disappeared for a really
long time, then conveniently showed up as poor Hester is forced to stand on a scaffold
with her newborn baby. I don’t really care if this is a Puritan community in the 1600s;
Hester has a right to have a little fun with someone else if her husband, who she didn’t
even really like to begin with, is presumably dead. (Though, would I recommend having
fun with the minister? No, but that’s beside the point). Second, Hester and Dimmesdale
are soul mates, and I don’t even believe in soul mates. C’mon, who doesn’t get chills
during that scene when they’re both in the woods and Hester finally lets her hair down
like a scene from a L’Oreal commercial? Dimmesdale even agrees to leave his entire life
behind and head to Europe with Hester and their daughter, Pearl. Sure, it took him
seven years to fess up to his part in the whole adultery thing, but it’s the thought that
counts. Plus, it’s much better than being with a man of Chillingworth’s standing. He
basically spends his seven years tormenting poor Dimmesdale to near death. Seriously,
the guy is described as the devil (Hawthorne’s word, not mine). So, my dear Hester, my
vote goes to Dimmesdale: He’s kind, young, intelligent, and obviously knows what he’s
doing when, um, the candle burns out.
— Dara Plath '13

28 The Cowl

PORTFOLIO

April 12, 2012

PHOTO COURTESY FINEARTAMERICA.COM

Ars Moriendi
by Justin Fernandez ’15
Portfolio Staff
Fiction
James Lewis. He was all over the
local news. “The child who braved
death,” the headlines raved. "Four
Year Old Wins Victory Over Cancer.”
The whole town was on his side. Who
could blame them? What just God
could condemn a child to the grave
before he could inhale life as a man?
Before he could become a deathdefying teenager? Before he could
fall in love with a woman? No. Little
Jamie Lewis could not die yet. I met
him for the first time while he was in
the hospital, hanging on the edge of
the steep precipice between life and
death. I crept into the child’s room as
he lay in a deep sleep. Little Jamie was
visibly weak. His body was thin and
frail, and the child gasped heavily for
breath as he struggled for survival. I
could count every bone in his body as
I examined his limp corpse. His head
was shaved white, and his eyes sagged
from sleepless nights in hospital beds.
As I drew closer to the bedside, little
Jamie stirred. He tossed over on his
side and, opening his eyes, unleashed
an unforgiving glare toward me in
the dimly lit room. I distinctively
remember the low hum of the oxygen
concentrator harmonizing with the
EKG monitor, animating the room
with an ominous warning. The two
melodies seemed to grow louder
as little Jamie stared into my eyes,
shouting at me to leave. It was in that
moment that I retreated back through
the doorway and out of the room.
That was the first time I met James

Lewis. Not a word was exchanged,
but in the moment we met, I knew
what kind of man he was to become.
As a boy of sixteen, little Jamie had
grown out of his frail and diminutive
figure. He had developed into a strong
and tall young man, with his leukemia
miraculously cured. James was a
dominant figure throughout the halls
of his high school. Had he pursued
the same hobbies and interests as his
father, James could have been the star
quarterback of the football team. But
instead, James pursued the arts. As
an artist and a poet, James was able to
capture a moment in time and preserve
its memory for eternity. Along with
every poem came an illustration of his
muse; with every eloquent word came
a powerful, expressive brush stroke.
In this 16th year Jamie and I met once
more. It was a warm spring afternoon
when Jamie’s father, worried about his
introverted and socially awkward son,
encouraged Jamie to play ball with the
other boys on the street just outside
the house. Jamie reluctantly agreed.
He played the “outfield,” which
consisted of the space between a red
car and the crooked tree further up
the block. I watched from a distance as
Jamie slowly burst out of his comfort
zone and began to lose himself in the
excitement of the game. At last, around
sundown, the game ended and the
boys went their separate ways. Jamie
climbed back on the sidewalk and
began to run back towards his house.
As he turned into the pathway leading
to the doorway, the ball slipped from
his hand and rolled into the street.
Without hesitation, Jamie turned
and ran after it, ignorant of the red

Corvette speeding down the block. In
horror, I watched Jamie run toward
the path of the speeding vehicle. In
an instant, the vivid memory of little
Jamie fighting for his life painted the
walls of my mind. Without hesitation
I called his name to force his attention
to the car. Immediately, James noticed
me and stopped in his tracks as the
red Corvette sped past him. But before
he could recognize the figure that
called his name, I had disappeared
into the shadows, so that he might not
remember me. That was the second
time I met James. Eager to see him
grow into the man he was born to be,
I spared his life for the second time.
12 p.m. Wednesday afternoon.
The Venetian church bells chimed
overhead, signaling the gathering
of the people. Locals paused their
daily tasks and rushed to the nearest
church to congregate and celebrate the
sacrament of the Eucharist. Hidden
in the multitude of strangers, James,
now 30 years old, stood alone in the
center of Saint Mark’s Square, feeding
pigeons one by one from a bag of
seeds. The sultry July sun beat heavily
upon the ancient floating city, quickly
dehydrating those who dared oppose
Zeus’ fearsome bastard child. James,
growing impatient in the summer
heat, walked toward the shadowed
archways delineating the Square. To
pass the time until his wife would
meet him, James pulled out a tiny
notebook from his back pocket and
began to sketch the western façade of
Saint Mark’s Basilica. At last, out of the
corner of his eye, James saw his wife,
Margret, walking towards him. When
she reached the place he stood, James

greeted her with a passionate kiss. It
was their one year anniversary, and
what better place to spend it than the
city of love? The two spent the day
sightseeing and soaking in the rich
Venetian sun. That night, the couple
indulged in a romantic dinner in the
heart of the city. Finally, leaving the
city and returning to the mainland, the
couple walked back to their hotel. It was
here that I met James for the third time.
As they approached closer to where I
stood, the couple began to argue. All
I could discern from the dispute was
that James disapproved of Margret’s
new job, due to the stress it placed
on her. Weary of arguing, Margret
stepped off the curb to cross the street.
All she wanted was to get away from
James for a moment, to clear her mind.
Margret stepped off the curb just as a
truck quickly turned the corner. The
driver was drunk, no longer in control
of his grand instrument of death. James
stood for a single moment frozen in
horror. James and I sprung into action
simultaneously. James shoved Margret
out of the way with a superhuman
strength, as I embraced him. The
force of the truck’s impact caused his
head to turn in my direction. In the
last moment of his life, little Jamie
stared into my eyes and recognized
me. He remembered my presence in
the hospital room. He remembered
my voice calling him from eternal
rest on that spring afternoon. He
understood. Tears welled in his eyes as
he embraced me, his old friend. That
was the final time I met little Jamie.
After witnessing him grow into the
man he was born to be, I greeted him
exactly as I meant to 26 years earlier.

FAST FICTION

Spring Concert Hype

Professors’ Meeting at
Providence College

by Tom Nailor ’12
Portfolio Staff

by Kiernan Dunlop ’14
Portfolio Staff

If I thought Avicii was the name of a 14th Century Italian Pope,
why was I still in line buying tickets?

Top Ten Reasons Why You
Should Never Anger A Bear
by Justin Fernandez ’15
Portfolio Staff
One: A bear, at top speed, can run as fast as a horse. Two: Bears enjoy
human flesh—OH GOD MY LEG PLEASE NO!

“Alright, so we’ve all agreed—the best week to have all our
papers and projects due is the week after Easter Break.”

Once More, Into the
Unknown
by Justin Fernandez ’15
Portfolio Staff
Now I go where they don’t know my name. I run from all I know,
desperately wanting to stay, but always eager to run away.
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Borrowed Time
Part 1
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by Bobby Bretz ’12
Portfolio Staff
FICTION
“Doctor Vieux.”
“Ryla, so glad you made it. Din, you
as well.”
“So, why are we here?” Ryla asked
the professor. She didn’t bother trying
to conceal how annoyed she was by the
long journey. Vieux had left the two
of them instructions to meet him at
Amazon Post. The middle of nowhere.
He left cash for the trip, with the
promise of more. This better be worth
my time, she kept telling herself.
“I’ve asked you here because you’re
the best mechanic on the planet.
And Din, you’re the best shipboard
programmer I know.”
Ryla gave him a few seconds to
continue, but his explanation went
no further.
“But what do you need us for?”
“You will soon see,” said Vieux
mysteriously. It only annoyed Ryla
more. But Vieux was now standing
in the observation window, scanning
the horizon, so she and Din joined
him in silence. A minute passed. Then
five. Doctor Vieux checked his watch,
smiled at Ryla, and turned his attention
back to the Martian plain. A big, empty,
frozen desert. Nothing and nobody
for miles and miles, sighed Ryla. Far
away in the east, the great Olympus
Mons, three times taller than Mount
Everest on Earth, dominated a fifth of
the horizon. In every other direction,
nothing but the occasional minitornado of dust and sand interrupted
the quiet stillness of the Amazon Plain.
It took everything in her power
to wait without speaking, to allow
whatever was apparently about to
happen, happen, but Ryla was growing
impatient. She was just opening her
mouth to complain to the professor
when Din broke the silence with a
squeal of surprise.
“Look!” he exclaimed, “Is that a—
what the hell?”
“A house?” Ryla offered. A small, white
house now sat about two hundred yards
to the east of them. She was aware that
her mouth was hanging open in shock,
but couldn’t bring herself to close it. This
was certainly not what she had expected.
“Hmm. He’s two minutes late,” said
Vieux, clearly not at all disconcerted

by the sudden appearance of a normal,
Earth-style house in the middle of the
Martian wasteland. “Suit up, he wants
us to go out to him.”
Sure enough, a man in an outdated
spacesuit had stepped out of the front
door and was now waving at the trio,
beckoning them to join him outside
the house. Seven minutes later, they
were standing face-to-face with the
newcomer. Through the glare of his
helmet, he looked to be in his mid30s, and apparently hadn’t had a good
shave in several days. He stepped
forward and addressed Vieux.
“Long time, no see, Doc!”
The professor laughed. “Nice to
finally meet you, old friend.”
Ryla was puzzled by this greeting,
but the newcomer turned his attention
to her and Din before she could piece
together an appropriate question.
“Are these the experts I asked for?”
“They certainly are. This is Ryla,
our master mechanic, and Din, our
computer whiz. Ryla, Din, I’d like you
to meet Brick Bontem, the first human
to travel through time.”
Din nodded a greeting, speechless
with shock. Ryla was overwhelmed
with questions. “What’s with the
house?” was all she could manage.
“What—oh! My bad.” Brick pressed
a button on his wristpad and the house
flickered out of existence, leaving a
sleek charcoal-gray ship in its place.
“Guess that camouflage doesn’t really
work here, huh.”
“Is that a spaceship?”
“Well, technically it’s a spacetimeship, but let’s not get pedantic.
Yes, it’s a spaceship. And a timeship.
The only one in existence, if you were
wondering.”
“It…it travels through time?”
“And space, that’s right.”
Ryla didn’t know what to say. She
didn’t know what to think, either.
Time travel was impossible. But she
was standing in front of a ship that
had appeared out of nowhere, and
she couldn’t see how or why the
professor would go to these lengths for
a practical joke. Anyway, that explains
the retro spacesuit, she told herself.
After struggling to think of something
to say, she merely repeated her first
question to Vieux.
“So…why are we here?”
To be continued...
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The Skull of a Bear, or
Fathers and Sons
by Tom Nailor ’12
Portfolio Staff
My Uncle Sky, whose name
is short for Schyler and who I know
less than most of my family,
once shot a bear, black as night.
This was at a dumping ground
for the bodies of silver foxes
that he had raised from pups, and
killed, to sell their shining pelts.
Carcasses, skeletons, a burial ground
for forgotten and fallen comrades
in the Montana cold.
The bear, I imagine, grimaced
as my Uncle fired his gun
the smoke an old-style camera flash
capturing his expression portrait-style
for centuries to come.
And dragging its massive body home
my mother’s twin brother, her Gemini
stripped its fur and boiled its skull.
You cannot eat the meat of a bear,
though if anyone has, he has,
and he sent the skull, that hollow bone
to his father, my Buppy.
I imagine that skull to have hung
in the barn, or in the house,
somewhere that little boys are not allowed,
though I could not conceive
of such a place back then.
I never saw its hollow eyes,
nor ever its fearsome grin.
But I imagine the day my Buppy
received the skull, via post
it opened its toothy maw and spoke
in my uncle’s voice
a message left for the father
whom he was afraid to see.
I know not what that old black bear
would have said that he could not.
Perhaps one day I’ll dig it out
Not from out the ground,
but from a cardboard box
labeled ‘gifts’ or perhaps ‘regrets’
And I trust that when I do
my Uncle, if he still breathes, still lives
will remember the skull he sent away
I doubt I will forget the gesture,
imagined though it may be:
His attempt to prove himself
To say this, to shout this, at his father:
That he was here, that he was man
unafraid, living his own life here
in a way that seemed so distant
and yet so at home to my soul.
The skull, if it could speak in his voice,
would argue that my uncle, the black sheep,
had never failed.
PHOTO COURTESY GOODMORNINGALASKA.WEBS.COM

Calling all Creative Writing majors!
Stop stressing and let those
creative juices flow!
Pick up an application in Alumni LL06 today!
(By the ROTC Office)
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CHANGE IN REGISTRATION
ADVERTISEMENT PROCEDURE
Days and Times for Fall Registration
Below is the new pilot implementation guide for Fall 2012 registration. Students should make an
appointment with their advisor based upon the registration dates listed in Plan A. The Class of
2013 will begin registration by following Plan A. If all goes as expected this will be the schedule
to be followed by all subsequent classes. However, if system performance is less than optimal,
we will then implement Plan B where your alternate pin will determine your registration group as
well as the day you will register. NOTE: STUDENTS WILL RECEIVE DAILY EMAIL
UPDATES. CHECK YOUR EMAIL FREQUENTLY DURING THE REGISTRATION PERIOD.

PLAN A
ONE DAY/ONE TIME CLASS REGISTRATION

CLASS YEAR

REGISTRATION
DATES

REGISTRATION
TIMES

PIN RANGES

December ’12 Grads

April 13

4:00PM – 12:00AM

1000-8999

ADJUSTMENTS
Class of 2012

April 14

12:01AM – 11:59PM

1000-8999

Class of 2013
December ’13 Grads

April 16
April 16

7:00AM – 12:00AM
4:00PM – 12:00AM

1000-8999
1000-8999

ADJUSTMENTS
Class of 2013

April 17

12:01AM – 11:59PM

1000-8999

Class of 2014
December ’14 Grads

April 18
April 18

7:00AM – 12:00AM
4:00PM – 12:00AM

1000-8999
1000-8999

ADJUSTMENTS
Class of 2014

April 19

12:01AM – 11:59PM

1000-8999

Class of 2015
December ’15 Grads

April 20
April 20

7:00AM – 12:00AM
4:00PM – 12:00AM

1000-8999
1000-8999

ADJUSTMENTS
Class of 2015

April 21

12:01AM – 11:59PM

1000-8999

ALL CLASSES

April 22 – September 10

Beginning at Midnight

ALL

PLAN B
Please note that if Plan B is implemented, registration for the Class of 2013 will remain open for
th
th
the entire class from 7:00AM on Monday, April 16 through 11:59PM on Wednesday, April 18 .
TWO DAY/SPLIT CLASS REGISTRATION BEGINS WITH THE CLASS OF 2014.

CLASS YEAR

REGISTRATION
DATES

REGISTRATION
TIMES

PIN RANGES

December ’12 Grads

April 13

4:00PM – 12:00AM

1000-8999

ADJUSTMENTS
Class of 2012

April 14

12:01AM – 11:59PM

1000-8999

Class of 2013
Class of 2013
December ’13 Grads

April 16
April 17
April 17

7:00AM – 11:59PM
12:00AM – 11:59PM
4:00PM – 12:00AM

1000-8999
1000-8999
1000-8999

ADJUSTMENTS
Class of 2013

April 18

12:01AM – 11:59PM

1000-8999

Class of 2014
Class of 2014
December ’14 Grads

April 19
April 20
April 20

7:00AM – 12:00AM
7:00AM – 12:00AM
4:00PM – 12:00AM

1000-4999
5000-8999
1000-8999

ADJUSTMENTS
Class of 2014

April 21

12:01AM – 11:59PM

1000-8999

Class of 2015
Class of 2015
December ’15 Grads

April 23
April 24
April 24

7:00AM – 12:00AM
7:00AM – 12:00AM
4:00PM – 12:00AM

1000-4999
5000-8999
1000-8999

ADJUSTMENTS
Class of 2015

April 25

12:01AM – 11:59PM

1000-8999

ALL CLASSES

April 26 – September 10

Beginning at Midnight

ALL

If you do not have your personal computer to register, the following computer labs will be open by 6:45AM on each
registration day. Registration Support where staff is available to assist with registration is available in the following
location. Note: Staff in these locations do not have access to provide your Alternate PIN.
Accinno Hall 100 and 101

Registration Support in Accinno 100 ONLY

Enrollment Services Extended Hours
On registration days, the Office of Enrollment Services which is located in Harkins Hall, Room 310, will be open from
6:30AM until 4:30PM. The office will be fully staffed.

April 12, 2012

April 12, 2012

ADVERTISEMENT
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Sports
Cooley vs. Keno
Cooley’s first recruiting class
consists of a McDonald’s AllAmerican, a top shooting guard,
and a few strong transfer players.
PC has the fifth-best in the nation
according to ESPN. His nononsense approach has attracted
top recruits.

Cooley switched from zone to
man often during the season and
adjusted to his opponents. If the
Friars were up seven with 3:30
remaining in the game, he would
control the game by requiring his
guards, Council and Cotton, to hold
the ball and eat the clock.

Cooley works the media the
way Rick Pitino does and the
way the head coach of the Friars
should—with pure honesty.
Cooley never kept anything from
the media, and he always made
sure his players were as prepared
as he was to answer questions.

“He just seems to care more.
The way he is so animated on
the sidelines shows how much
each possession means to him.”

Recruiting

Coaching
Style

Press
Relationship

Student
Opinion

Davis lost out on a handful of
top recruits over his three years
at Providence, but was able to
bring in a top 60 player in Gerard
Coleman ’14 and more-than-solid
Big East talents in Vincent Council,
Bryce Cotton, and Kadeem Batts.

Davis thrived at Drake with his
“outscore the opponent” mentality.
“Keno Ball” will never work in the
Big East. This method may work
at Central Michigan, but Cooley’s
teams will never rely on their
offenses to win games. Keno Davis
won 18 Big East games in three
seasons for Providence.

Many coaches have fallen victim
to the media over the years, but
few can mirror the way Davis
worked reporters. Constantly
going over how the future looked,
Davis addressed his team’s play
over a span of weeks and months,
not always on how they looked just
a few hours prior.

“You never got the feeling that
you were going to win with Keno,
because the players just didn’t play
defense and execute any of the
plays that he called.”
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by Danny McNamara ’13
Sports Staff
I remember students asking
why Keno Davis never walked
around campus—why he failed
to talk about problems within
the program and kept fans
wondering what the “future” he
talked about would hold. When
Ed Cooley is not off recruiting,
you will see him every day;
whether he asks you, in a firm
voice, why you are wearing
a Boston College or Notre
Dame sweatshirt, or instructs
you to get your basketball
tickets and be as loud as you
can come game night. He is a
visible presence on campus.
Putting your players on the
court is one thing, but putting
them on the court in situations
where they are able to succeed
and grow is another. Cooley
knows his players better than the
old staff did during its time here.
Controversy and doubt filled the
minds of many during Davis’
final two seasons at Providence,
to the point where few could
picture anyone with enough
bravado and courage to try and
tackle the number of obstacles
that remained when he left the
Friars. Cooley is the beacon of
hope for the Providence College
basketball program, and when
the smallest school in the Big East
came calling, he didn’t cower
in fear. He came to the College
with optimism and promises
to turn the program around.
When looking back and
comparing the two coaches
and two different programs,
there is a clear difference,
in
fact
and
opinion.

Lacrosse Drops Contests to Yale and Notre Dame
by Sean Bailey ’14
Sports Staff
Men’s Lacrosse
It has not been an easy road
for the Providence College Men’s
Lacrosse Team this season, as the
Friars have been continually pitted
against Big East contenders like
Syracuse, Georgetown, and Notre
Dame, among others. And their
non-conference schedule has been
almost as unfriendly as the Big East
one, with tough games against teams
like Yale and Notre, both teams that
the Friars lost to prior to Easter.
The game against Yale proved
close, as the Friars fought to a close
9-6 decision. Christian Dzwilewski
’12 had yet another stellar
performance for the Friars, as he
shunned 14 shots in the contest.
The Friars did not get much of a
break in their next opponent, as
they then squared off against sixth-

ranked Notre Dame. The Irish
dominated play from the onset en
route to an easy 9-1 victory over
the Friars. Dzwilewski had a solid
game again, blocking 11 shots
and preventing the final score
from being a double-digit beating.
Dzwilewski has been more than
solid all year, improving mightily
from his junior season. As a junior,
Dzwilewski registered a .497 save
percentage, while only collecting 79
saves. His playing time went down
from when he was a sophomore
for the Friars, when he started all
the games and posted a terrific
.510 save percentage. Luckily for
the Friars, this year Dzwilewski
has returned to his sophomore
season form, as he ranks 26th in
the NCAA in save percentage.
On top of that, he is 30th in the
NCAA, with 9.50 saves per contest.
Dzwilewski and the Friars
hope to play better in upcoming
games and rack up a few victories.

COURTESY OF LAX.COM

The Providence College Men’s Lacrosse Team has faced tough competition all year long, especially
in conference play against teams like Syracuse.
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Flight

This Week: Best Holes at Augusta National

10. 8th Hole (Yellow Jasmine): The 570-yard, uphill par 5 features mounds
surrounding the narrow, undulating green. Birdies are fairly common here.
9. 9th Hole (Carolina Cherry): This par 4 features a green that slopes
severely from back to front and a false front that sends poorly struck shots
back down the fairway.
8. 2nd Hole (Pink Dogwood): Two good shots are often rewarded with an
eagle on this downhill par 5, or in Louis Oosthuizen’s case, a double eagle.
7. 16th Hole (Redbud): If you want to see a hole-in-one, this is the place
to be. The picturesque par 3 was also the site of Tiger Woods’ famous
chip-in in 2005.
6. 15th Hole (Firethorn): This beautiful par 5 was made famous by Gene
Sarazen’s double eagle in 1935, known as golf’s “shot heard ‘round the
world.”
5. 10th Hole (Camellia): Many Masters playoffs have ended on this tough
par 4, including this year’s tournament won by Bubba Watson.
4. 18th Hole (Holly): Year in and year out, Augusta’s finishing hole proves to
be the toughest on the course. The uphill par 4 does not yield many birdies.
3. 12th Hole (Golden Bell): One of the most stunning par 3s in the world,
the 12th will bite any player who does not strike a crisp tee shot.
2. 11th Hole (White Dogwood): A very difficult par 4 with a green framed
by water to its left and back sides. Larry Mize’s miraculous chip in 1987 on
this hole will not soon be forgotten.
1. 13th Hole (Azalea): This is quite possibly the most exciting and
pivotal hole at Augusta each year. If you want to win the Masters, you
need keep your ball out of Rae’s Creek and make birdies and eagles
here throughout the week.

COURTESY OF FLICKR.COM

Eighteen spectacular holes await the world’s best golfers when they exit the back doors of
Augusta National’s picturesque clubhouse.

Abrams, Matthews Receive Scholarships
by Meg O’Neill ’12
Sports Staff
Scholar-Athletes
Every year, each school in the
Big East Conference is awarded two
scholarships to give to outstanding
student-athletes, known as the
American Eagle Outfitters Big
East Institutional Scholar-Athlete
Scholarships. One male and one
female athlete from each school are
awarded $2,000 for their graduate
educations. This year, Jen Abrams
’12 of the Women’s Softball Team
and Julian Matthews ’12 of the
Cross Country and Track Teams
are the recipients of these awards.
Abrams is a utility player for the
Friars and was the team leader in hits
(61), runs (35), and total bases (100) last
season. She has been inducted into the
Chi Alpha Sigma honor society at PC
and has earned a spot on the Big East
All-Academic Team and the Dean’s
List each of the past three seasons.
In addition, she has received the
Providence College Softball Academic
Award, which requires the studentathlete to uphold a 3.5 GPA or higher.
Abrams plans to return to
Providence College and use the
scholarship toward her MBA.
As a graduate student, she will
join the Field Hockey Team to
continue
her
athletic
career.
Abrams has managed to balance
softball and academics the past
four years. “You just learn time
management skills over the years,”
she said. “You get ahead in your
studies and devote the rest of the
time to your team.” She also said
a little bit of luck helps as well.
When asked what she is most
proud of from her time at PC,

Abrams answered, “I am most proud
of all the teams I’ve been on the past
four years. I feel very privileged
to be part of the entire program.”
Matthews is a distance runner
from New Zealand. This is his
third year as a Friar, and he has
been in three NCAA championship
meets. Matthews has also received
Second Team All-American honors
for indoor and outdoor track.
Matthews also plans on returning
to Providence College for his MBA
this coming fall. He has one more
season of eligibility and would
love to continue running indoor
track for the Friars. Last month,
Matthews won at the New Zealand
Olympic Trials for the 1500-meter
race. He crossed the finish line
with a time of 3:54.37. Matthews
described the race as a “special run.”
“I made the trip all the way over
there, so there was pressure on me,”
he explained. “My girlfriend was
there, and she was able to embrace
the
whole
thing.”
Matthews
explained how his family and high
school friends can never see him
run and can only read his times
online, so it was a great experience
to run with them on the sidelines.
“You don’t feel like you’re running
for yourself,” he said, “You have your
family and friends to represent.”
In order to qualify for the
Olympics and run for New Zealand,
Matthews must finish the 1500-meter
in 3:35.5. However, for now, he plans
to focus on his NCAA running.
“It is such a tough competition
and opens up so many other doors
and competitions,” he explained.
Matthews said that his ability
to
balance
academics
and
running
here
at
Providence
College has gone “hand in hand.”
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Julian Matthews ’12 and Jen Abrams ’12 were each awarded a $2,000 scholarship for their
performances on and off the field.

“Because we are on such a
strict schedule, it’s easy to keep
it going,” he explained. “We find
that when we’re sick or injured,
our
academics
suffer,
too.”
Matthews has received many
awards as a Friar and has truly
made the most of his academic
and athletic experiences here
at PC. He explained the way he
has been able to improve his
academics over the years and is
very proud of his transformation.

As for athletics, Matthews has much
to be proud of. When asked what he is
personally most proud of, Matthews
stated, “Running a 3:58 mile.” He
explained that four minutes “was a
great barrier to break.” In addition,
he is very proud of all of the NCAA
meets where he has represented PC.
These two student-athletes have
represented the college in both
academics and athletics and have been
rewarded for their hard work. Good
luck to both of them in the future!
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Big-Hitting Bubba Earns Green Jacket
by Nick Aiken ’12
Sports Editor
Golf

Lee Trevino famously said, “You
can talk to a fade, but a hook won’t
listen.” Anyone who tuned in to the
final round of this year ’s Masters
knows that this doesn’t hold
true for long-hitting lefty Bubba
Watson. On the second playoff
hole, Watson hooked a gap wedge
out of the woods, around the trees,
and onto the elevated 10th green
to lock up his first major victory.
One of the most exciting
players in today’s game, Watson
has redefined what it means to
be a long-ball hitter with his
350-yard drives that fly off the
face of his pink driver, curving
more than a ripe, yellow banana.
And he can do much more than
just hit the long ball. Whichever
approach shot the green sets up
for, Watson can pull it off. Whether
it’s a high fade or a low draw, the
lanky left-hander has the shot in
his bag. But every golfer knows
that you drive for show and putt
for dough. Well, this guy can putt

for dough, and he sure did on
Sunday, as he putted his way to the
first-place check worth $1,440,000.
One of the most remarkable
things about Watson is how he
learned the game. The self-taught
pro from Bagdad, Fla., started
out by smacking around a whiffle
ball in his backyard. He has never
taken a lesson or studied his swing
on tape like many other guys on
tour, and he could not be more
adamant about his philosophies.
“I think people are going to
realize everybody has a chance
to do this,” Watson said. “You
don’t need expensive golf coaches.
You don’t need expensive golf
courses. You don’t need all that.
You can just learn to play in your
backyard and go to the municipal
courses and learn how to play.”
Watson is a normal guy. He
smiles and laughs after good shots
and isn’t afraid to show his true
feelings after bad ones, either. Just
like most of us, he hits his ball
in the trees more than he should.
But unlike any other golfer on the
planet, he has the ability to hit
miraculous shots that nobody else
would even think to attempt. And
that is why he won the Masters.
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Got a Minute?
Conversation
Alexis Smith ‘12 sits down with Men’s
Ice Hockey Coach Nate Leaman to
discuss the season, his inspirations,
and why he came to PC.
Alexis Smith: Why did you decide to
come to PC?
Nate Leaman: I feel that you can build
an elite national team at Providence
College and that you can sustain
it. I was really impressed with Bob
Driscoll and Father Shanley, and being
commited to not only a good program
but a good program the right way.
That includes good character and
academics.
AS: What has been your greatest
moment in your hockey career?
NL:
Winning
the
national
championship my first year.
AS: If you weren’t a hockey coach,
what would you be doing?
NL: I was a biology major and I
went to the University of Maine to
get my masters degree in Biology
for fait and transport of pollutants.

So I would be in that area.
AS: What is your favorite professional team?
NL: Detroit Red Wings. Because
they play a complete game and they
work hard on both sides of the puck.
AS: What got you interested in hockey?
NL: I grew up playing and then
after my playing career I got into
coaching while I was getting my
master ’s degree because I realized
that I missed the game.
AS: How do you try to inspire your team?
NL: The best feeling in hockey
is standing around one another
in center ice with a trophy. The
ultimate feeling is winning together
and paying the price together,
and when you are victorious,
celebrating together. That is why
you play.
AS: Favorite part of being a coach?
NL: Developing the guys on and
off the ice everyday and teaching
them. The relationship you have
with guys and watching them grow.
AS: Do you have any pregame
superstitions?
NL: I wouldn’t wear a tie that was
the color of our opponent, but
then I read something from Terry
Francona saying that superstitions
are for guys who aren’t prepared,

so after that, I threw mine out the
window.
AS: Why a degree in biological sciences?
NL: I was always interested in it.
I am a huge fishing nut, so I was
always attracted to aquatics in
biology.
AS: What was it like playing in Sweden?
NL: It was different; there were only
one or two guys who spoke English.
It was a great learning experience,
but you really learn about different
countries and cultures.
AS: How do you handle game pressure?
NL: I don’t feel pressure during a
game. If you aren’t prepared. you
will feel pressure.
AS: Do you ever lose your temper
during a game?
NL: Yes, of course. But it has to be
the right time and the right place.
There are times when the team
comes out flat or the referees make
the wrong call and you have to battle
for your team, and sometimes you
are doing it to show the guys you
are behind them. I think the more
you get into it, you try to calculate
those moments.
AS: How did it feel coaching a Hockey
East team for the first time?
NL: It was great. I think it is the
best league in the country. It has
a lot of challenges and there is a
lot less travel in this league. The
buildings are tough to play in and
all the schools are really behind

their programs. It is elite.
AS: What is the hardest part of
coaching college hockey?
NL: Keeping the team’s focus over
the long season. NCAA has the
longest season out of any sport and
the challenge is keeping the guys
focused over the year, and the guys
have to manage academics and
manage their free time.
AS: What advice would you give a student
who wants to become a hockey coach?
NL: Think twice.
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Nate Leaman led the Friars to the Hockey East
Semifinals in his first season as head coach and
expects to do even better next year.
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What’s Your Take on Tim Tebow
In the Big Apple?
If you have any topics for debate, email PCI
cowlsports@gmail.com
Tebowmania has hit New York.
In a classic Rex Ryan move, the
Jets acquired the NFL media king
in Tim Tebow in a trade for only
one fourth and one sixth round
picks. But the most publicized
move of the off-season received a
mixed reaction by Jets fans. Even
several players, including Jets
cornerback Antonio Cromartie,
were befuddled as to why the Jets
signed Tebow just shortly after
giving quarterback Mark Sanchez
a three-year extension. Not to
mention, Tebow is a less than great
thrower, a truth which doesn’t
help the Jets who already have
an at-best average quarterback.
However, there were many
supporters for Tebow as well. Say
what you like, but as Skip Bayless
accurately puts it, “All he does is
win.” Ultimately, the fans should
rejoice because the Jets stole a
valuable player who brings a unique
talent and personality to the locker
room and could potentially be a
great asset to an already good team.
The Jets got Tebow for absolutely
nothing.
Clearly
NFL
teams
disregarded
Tebow’s
multiple
spectacular
performances
and
clutch plays last year. Even if this
doesn’t work out, fans should
know that management got Tebow
for barely anything. There is
absolutely no argument that can be
made for at least not taking the risk
on a rising prospect that has already
proven himself in the previous year.
Secondly, this gives the Jets,
in my opinion, exactly what
they
needed—competition
for
Mark Sanchez. Sanchez has been
guaranteed a starting role the
past two years because there was
no legit backup. This is not to
say that Sanchez is not worthy
of the starting role, because he
is. But he has shown that he can

be extremely inconsistent. With
the addition of Tebow, Sanchez
will realize that his mistakes are
costly and their persistence may
cost him his starting posiion.
Whether you’re a supporter
of him or not, it cannot be
denied that Tebow adds an
interesting spark and dynamic
on any offense. The Jets know it
better than anyone when they
got Tebowed last year in a heartbreaking loss late in their season.
The Jets will utilize his skills
with the Wildcat formation, and I
wouldn’t be surprised if by midseason he is splitting time with
Sanchez. Whichever way the Jets
use him, his unique style will give
the opposing defense headaches.
Finally, Tebow is the “dream
teammate.” Not only is he a hard
worker, but he is determined to
do whatever it takes to help his
team win. Never saying anything
wrong to media, Tebow is the
perfect guy to represent your
team. In addition, he is the most
well-known football player in
the league right now. Whoever
said publicity is a bad thing?
When the Jets get more time
on ESPN than, say, the Super
Bowl champions, that is a good
thing for the fans and the team.
The Jets now have the best
backup quarterback in the league
and obtained him for virtually
nothing. Although there will
be controversy amongst fans as
to his playing time, as long as
it stays outside the clubhouse,
Tebow is a great addition
to a team that I wouldn’t be
surprised to see contend for
a
championship
next
year.
-James Kirby ’15

In what was supposed to be
an offseason devoted to Peyton
Manning and Andrew Luck, Tim
Tebow’s trade to the New York Jets
has stolen the NFL spotlight. The
debate over the intelligence of this
move, and where it leaves current
starting quarterback Mark Sanchez
has been going on for weeks, and
my opinion will be just another on
top of hundreds, but I will still give
it: There is no way this ends well.
This will cost someone (maybe just
Sanchez, but probably someone
else) their job and their credibility.
The Jets right now are not the
ideal situation to drop a young
quarterback into. From what we
know of the locker room chemistry
there are some issues. The offensive
coaching staff is on a short leash and
knows it, there is a noticeable rift
between the offense and the defense,
no one really trusts Mark Sanchez,
and the receiving corps does not
exactly play well with others.
Add a quarterback controversy
and things could get messy.
New York media is vicious
and Jets fans have a love/hate
relationship with their quarterback
that rivals any city in the country.
This is not the nice Denver fanbase. This is New York, where
they have been waiting
nearly half a century for
the second coming of
Joe Namath. And with
Eli Manning and the
Giants racking up Super
Bowl rings, Jets fans are
not as inclined to give their
QB the benefit of the doubt.
One errant pass from Sanchez
and the majority of the Jets fan
base will be behind Tebow, but
if he doesn’t pan out quickly, they
will be screaming for his head too.
Now, we actually get to
Tebow, and his ability to play
quarterback. I will admit he has
an arm, but everyone should be
able to admit his mechanics
need some major work. Yes,
the Manning brothers, among
others, get along just fine with

rather awkward throwing motions,
but Tebow’s is one of the oddest we
have seen in a while, and he doesn’t
compensate as well for it as others
Yes, with a specific system
tailored to his skill set, Tebow
was able to win in Denver, but
the success of this option offense
is mostly due to the novelty of it.
Across sports, if you pull out a
system that was popular 40 years
ago, or that is popular in college,
but isn’t usually seen in the pros,
you will have success. It’s why the
wildcat worked for the Dolphins
in ‘08, why the Lightning’s 1-3-1
defense took them to the Eastern
Conference
Finals
last
year,
and why a 2-3 zone, a staple
of Big East basketball, can still
give an NBA team fits, but once
teams get used to it again they
always find a way to beat it.
This trade seems like a publicity
stunt in the worst way and is
probably do or die for the Jets
coach and GM. If Tebow doesn’t
pan out this is two quarterback
busts in four years and usually
that ends with a high-profile firing.
-Veronica Lippert ’15

THE

DOPE
by Bridget Stack ’13
Asst. Sports Editor
Sports Digest
New Girl in Town. As the Providence
College community waved goodbye
to former Women’s Basketball Coach
Phil Seymore, the College was on the
search for a new coach to lead the
Friars. The position that was vacant
for a month has now been filled;
Susan Robinson Fruchtl was named
the Providence College Women’s
Basketball Coach on April 10. As the
ninth head coach in the programs 38year history, Robinson Fruchtl spent
the last five seasons at St. Francis
University in Pennsylvania. During
her tenure at St. Francis, Robinson
Fruchtl led the team to three
consecutive Northeast Conference
Championship Games, captured two
conference titles, and advanced to the
NCAA Tournament in 2010 and 2011.
As a former All-American Selection

and Penn State’s only recipient of
the Wade Trophy, Robinson Fruchtl
brings knowledge from both a
player and coach standpoint to
the program. We welcome you to
Providence, Coach Robinson Fruchtl!
Bringing ‘em All Back. Year after
year, the Providence College men’s
lacrosse program loses a class of
talented players to graduation. Year
after year, the alumni come back to
play on Lennon Family Field one
more time. This year is no different.
The men’s lacrosse program is to host
its 2012 Lacrosse Alumni Celebration
on Saturday, April 14. As the former
Friars bring their family and friends
back to campus, after the alumni
game, a reception will be held by
Friends of Friar Lacrosse. Later that
night, the Men’s Lacrosse team faces
off against Holy Cross. The day is one
to bring the old and the new together
in a day of history and celebration.
So Long, Farewell. Reports are
piling up. Though Friar fans have to
cipher through the various reports

SHEET
about the Providence College Men’s
Basketball Program have many fans
wary of the upcoming season. More
and more reports are surfacing that
key basketball players are leaving the
college. This past week, it was rumored
that Bryce Cotton ‘14 would be joining
Bilal Dixon ‘13, Ron Giplaye ‘14, and
Gerard Coleman ‘13 and be transfering
out of Providence College. Though
these reports have since been proved
false, fans must wonder why this news
keeps coming out. Reassuring fans
with his continued recruiting, Coach
Cooley has taken this news in stride
in dealing with the various reports.
Though Dixon, Coleman, and Giplaye
are leaving the college, Cotton made
sure to reassure fans that he is staying.
Remember Me? Try and remember to
a time before Coach Cooley. Though
it has only been one short year, try
and remember the coach that came
before Cooley. Remember him, a man
by the name of Keno Davis? Good,
because though Providence College
is not going to be competing against

Central Michigan, it is where Keno
Davis has now been hired to be
the head coach. Hired to replace
Ernie Zeigler, who was fired after
back-to-back 21-loss seasons, Davis
is looking to repeat the success he
had at Drake, where he was named
National Coach of the Year in 2008.
Davis coached the Friars for three
years, holding a record of 8-28 in
the Big East in his last two seasons
with the school. Once a Friar, always
a Friar, so we wish you all the luck
at Central Michigan, Keno Davis!
On-Campus Game to Catch. The PC
Men’s Lacrosse team is set to face off
against Holy Cross Saturday, April
14. This match is part of Alumni
Weekend held by the Men’s Lacrosse
Program.
This
non-conference
game takes place at 7:00 p.m.
Off-Campus Game to Catch. The
Providence College Softball team
looks to face off against crosstown rivals Bryant University at
Bryant on Tuesday, April 17. This
match takes place at 4:00 p.m.
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Standouts

Peter Wujciak

Michelle Huber

Men’s Lacrosse
Senior—Essex Falls, New Jersey
Wujciak scored the lone goal for the Friars
against sixth-ranked Notre Dame. The senior’s
goal was assisted by Jake Nolan.

Women’s Softball
Senior—Dana Point, California
Huber led the Lady Friars with a two-run double in the
seventh inning against Pittsburgh. Huber drove in the two
runs that the Friars earned against Pittsburgh.

Scores

Schedules

Thursday, 4/5
Softball vs. Pittsburgh						
Softball vs. Pittsburgh						

L, 2-1
L, 5-4

Saturday, 4/7
Softball vs. Pittsburgh						
Men’s Lacrosse at Notre Dame					

L, 6-2
L, 9-1

Saturday, 4/14
Softball vs. Seton Hall					
Softball vs. Seton Hall					
Women’s Soccer vs. Bryant 				
Men’s Lacrosse vs. Holy Cross				

12:00 p.m.
2:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Sunday, 4/15
Softball vs. Seton Hall 					

1:00 p.m.

Sunday, 4/16
Softball at Bryant 					
Men’s Lacrosse at Brown 				

4:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Standings
Women’s Softball

Men’s Lacrosse
			
Big East		
Overall
Team			W
L
T		W
Notre Dame
3
0
0		 8
Villanova		 3
0
0		 7
Syracuse		 2
1
0		 5
St. John’s		 2
2
0		 6
Georgetown
1
2
0		 5
Rutgers		 1
3
0		 5
Providence		 0
4
0		 1

L
1
4
4
4
5
6
9

T
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

		
		
Big East
Team			W
L
USF			 9
0
Notre Dame		 3
0
Syracuse		 5
1
DePaul		 5
1
Louisville		 7
2
Connecticut		 6
3
Providence		 4
4
Rutgers		 5
6
Pittsburgh		
3
6
St. John’s		 2
6
Villanova		 0
6

T		W
0		 36
0		 19
0		 24
0		 22
0		 33
0		 17
0		 13
0		 16
0		
20
0		 14
0		 25

Overall
L
5
10
9
12
2
14
21
20
17
25
12

T
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

